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A Christian Manifesto?
As I write there are may things going round my head,
and it is a challenge to know where to begin. We have
just published the profile and advert for our new Team
Vicar; I have just spent a morning hearing about how
Bishop Steven’s team is helping us to shape a common
vision to be a more Christ-like church, contemplative,
compassionate and courageous; and the Bible readings
for the Third Sunday of Epiphany are in my head. For
example from Nehemiah 8

The joy of the Lord is your strength
And St Paul’s wonderful antidote to “hero ministry” in 1
Corinthians 12 – the body needs all its parts to function
properly, and it is no use any one part thinking it can do
the whole job. Then there is Jesus’ “Nazareth manifesto”
as he takes up the scroll of Isaiah:

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good new to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.
And it strikes me that some of the documents we
produce – the profile for our new Team Vicar is one, but
our prayer diary is another, and our annual report is a
third – each of these reveals whether we do have a
manifesto, something we care about at the heart of our
common life – a message, a story and a hope worth
sharing – a vision which changes the way we see the
world and take action to change it.
One compelling thing that I learned from the Common
Vision meeting was how important it is to build with
confidence on our strengths, and to resist the
temptation to let our limitations feed our anxieties. It is
there, of course in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians in that

image of the body – we can’t all be and do everything.
For the body to flourish it needs the eye to see and the
ear to hear, and if the eye starts trying to hear, it will
inevitably be inadequate. One of the most compelling
messages was

Your church is not a problem to be solved
And there was a consistent strand trying to help us to
step back from short-term fixes which alleviate our
anxieties more than building the kingdom. Bishop
Steven and others have been listening to what has been
said, and noticing what has been unsaid and are
reflecting back to us some things which may be easier to
notice from outside.
Another thing I heard was about identifying the core of
what we do well and building on that – it might just be
an indication of what God is calling us and equipping us
to do. I know that in writing our profile, we wanted to
tell our story to prospective new team vicar in a
compelling way which would help them to see whether
God might be calling them to be a part of us.
But isn’t that what our Annual Report also ought to be
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doing – not so much for a new vicar, but for the people
in our community who we seek to serve? In a sense it
should serve as our manifesto, for it will reveal what we
actually do – and therefore what we really care about.
There are so many good stories to tell about who we
are, the God who motivates, empowers and loves us,
and the life we share, that the pages should be singing
with it.
Much of what we do is compassionate by design – it
seeks to meet people where they are – the food bank,
CAMEO, the baptisms, weddings and funerals we take –
just to give an example of the range. It is contemplative
because we think deeply about much of what we do and
hold it in our prayers. Some things seem more
courageous than others – but do we have the courage to
put our passion on paper – to do more than present a
formal report of meetings and activities, and tell the
story of our Church and our work in such a way that
others will want to join in?

will do with my own contribution. How will it be exciting
of joyful or full of life? How will I convey good news to
people who haven’t yet heard what I have to say? How
will I manage to avoid dwelling on the gaps I see and the
anxieties I have?
One verse from the Bible has lived with me for many
years, though I adapted it slightly a long time ago. So
long ago, in fact, that I can’t remember when it first
grabbed hold of me. It is the one I began with, and if I
catch the spirit of it, perhaps my report this year will be
a fitting contribution to our living manifesto:

The joy of the Lord is our strength
Do take a chance to look at our profile – there will be
some copies around and it will be available online, and
you will see what I mean about the many things we are
already doing well.
Mark

It is quite a challenge – I am wondering what on earth I

LENT 2019 Climate change and Count your blessings
Will you rise up with Lope and Eva against climate change?

Living on an island in the Philippines, Lope and Eva depend on fishing. They’ve worked hard
to ensure that their children can go to school, and they’re showing us what it means to rise
up to life at the sharp end of climate change.
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In 2013, Lope fell ill. Then Super Typhoon Haiyan – one of the biggest
tropical storms ever recorded – hit the Philippines. Lope told us: ‘The
wind blew so strong, trees and houses around were destroyed... but
we prayed earnestly, and we were safe until the typhoon ceased.’
Haiyan shook the community to the core, and devastated the fishing
boats and equipment it depended on to survive. Fisherfolk like Lope
also struggled to compete with the illegal fishermen, who harmed
the fragile ecosystem by using dynamite to fish.
Because of climate change, the shifting weather patterns bring
storms like last September’s Super Typhoon Mangkhut. The
intensifying heat and unpredictable waters make it more difficult to
fish – and for people like Lope and Eva to support their families.
Thanks to the generosity of people like you, Christian Aid’s partner
ICODE were able to provide food and essentials to help people
rebuild their lives after the typhoon.
Eva joined a savings group. Fishing is seasonal – so she invests in times of abundance,
and when times are hard, she is still able to pay for her children’s schooling.
She told us: ‘As a partner in life, knowing my husband has health problems, I need to
share the burden of earning money to support our family. Working alone is not enough –
working together we become sweeter and sweeter.’
Lope is fishing again. And now, he’s facing up to the illegal fishermen destroying the coral and fish habitats. ‘There
was no justice, so we rallied as one to create a force to be listened to.’ With training from ICODE, Lope is leading the
fight back as local leader of the community coastguard.
He added, ‘Thanks to the patrols and the new reef that ICODE helped create, the fish have returned.’
Lope and Eva are truly rising to the daily challenges of a changing climate. Now they have hope for the future: ‘I
don’t want money and wealth; I just want enough for my family – good health and education and to serve our
community.’
‘I am very thankful for your unwavering support,’ says Lope. ‘We do hope and pray that many other communities
could benefit from your generosity. Thank you so much!’
Your generous past
support has helped Lope
and Eva, and people like
them, to get back on their
feet. With your gifts,
Christian Aid can support
communities in the
Philippines, and around
the world, to adapt to
climate change.
You can give directly to the
appeal at

caid.org.uk/lent
Get involved

Order the 'Count Your
Blessings' calendar, set
yourself a Lent challenge
to raise money, and join
our climate change
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This months prayer
Loving Heavenly Father,

Thank you for Christmas, and the message of hope and
joy that it brings.
The Christmas decorations have long since been taken
down; the cards put away, the turkey finally gone, but
unlike these things, we thank you that the message has
no ‘sell-by’ date or is just rolled out once a year.
As things get back to ‘normal’, we look to what you
might have in store for us in 2019. Help us to place our
trust and confidence in you - come what may. Give us
opportunity to serve you, enable us to bring God’s love
into our fallen and confused world, bit by bit, with one
person at a time. And help us not to worry about what
we might say, because we know that you will give us the
right words at the right time. Increase our passion and
help us to really make a difference. Point us to the
people and places you need us to be and help us to be
effective wherever you steer us.
Of course, Lord, we know that we cannot do this in our
own strength or by our own means, so again, we pray
that you would be there leading and guiding as a Good
Shepherd does. Help us to listen to that still small voice
through the power and presence of your Holy Spirit that
lives in each of us.
We pray for the work of your church, here in Thatcham
and throughout the whole world. We pray and trust that
you will provide the resources we need; time, talents

and money so that you work is not hindered in any way.
We give thanks for Pat Jones’ time with us and pray your
blessing on her as she and her husband Peter settle in to
their new home and ministry in London Colney.

We pray for our work with our partners in Thatcham schools, Churches Together, West Berkshire Community
Hospital, The Town Council. May it go from strength to
strength and draw more people into God’s kingdom.
As 2019 unfolds, much is happening in our world.
The complexities that surround Britain leaving the
European Union, The on-going crisis in the USA, The
effects of natural disaster in South East Asia, the
murders taking place in London, the list goes on.

We’re the ‘last’
word
In shoe repairs at…

SHOE
CARE
of THATCHAM
Shoe and Bag Repairs
Engraving (trophies/pet tags etc.)
Key Cutting * Watch Straps
Batteries * Zippo Lighters * Leather
Goods
and accessories * Locks * Signs and lots
Unit 5, The Old Mews
32 High Street,
Thatcham, Berkshire

07796 148047
VISIT US FOR A TRADITIONAL SERVICE
Open 9.30 a.m. — 4.30 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
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We pray for all mourn, all who
suffer at the hands of violent
people, all who have become
disillusioned or have lost their faith.
All who suffer in silence, day in and
day out, all who have no one to talk
to, all who are in debt and any that
depend or drugs or crime to get
them through the day.
We ask that all may know that you
are with them; all may feel the
comfort and presence of your Spirit.
Sustain, uphold and give them your
wholeness and your peace.
We give thanks for the blessings we
receive each day, those we are
aware of and those we overlook or
take for granted.
Help us to take time out in our
busyness to reflect on your
goodness, mercy and love and to
dwell in yourpresence through
scripture and private prayer.
May we contemplate; have
compassion and show courage in
whatever we do and may you be
glorified on Earth as you are in
Heaven.
Amen.

The Holy Spirit had made Simeon a
promise
Something to read

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;
this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see
death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary
under the law.
Luke 2:25-27
Something to think about

Simeon has been anticipating this day in the temple for some time, he had
been eagerly expecting to see the Messiah. But what is the 'consolation of
Israel'?
'Consolation' is the Greek noun paraklesis, 'comfort, consolation'. It comes
from the root word parakaleo, 'call to one's side' then 'help, encourage
and comfort'.
In our passage Simeon is eagerly looking forward to the time when an
occupied and weary Jerusalem receives her comfort and relief from the
Lord, which was popularly expected to be brought about by the Messiah.
The Holy Spirit had made Simeon a promise. The message to Simeon is
that he won't die until he has seen the Messiah. The phrase 'the Lord's
Christ' means 'the Messiah promised, sent and provided by the Lord'.
(Continued on page 6)

Rob, a Cognitive Hypnotherapist
and NLP Practitioner, lives in
Thatcham. He trained with the
Quest Institute at Regent’s College
in London. He writes, ‘I have vast
experience working with many
issues including habits &
addictions, anxiety, exam nerves,
self-esteem, phobias and many
others. The first step on a new
journey is easier if you have a guide
with a good map. I have a good
map so call me on 07710 726 424
or email me on
info@robdonnellytherapy.com.
Further information –
www.robdonnellytherapy.com.
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Sarah & Mike's December/
January Update
Dear friends,

Something to do

A promise is a commitment by someone to do or not do
something. How many promises have you made
recently and kept?

As we haven't seen many of you since the start of
2019, we would like to start our update by wishing you
all a Happy New Year! Whether your Christmas was
full of fun or sadness, we pray that you would know
God's peace and joy beyond all understanding in 2019.
It's such a comfort to know that when 'happy' is the
last thing we feel, we can turn to a God who chose to
come to earth, to suffer as a man and to overcome
death so that we can have hope in Him. Jesus has
overcome the worst of circumstances to bring us the
sure hope of new life in Him. What a wonderful
privilege it is to know this God and to share this hope
with others.
Around Christmas time I read an article called ‘Jesus
the Refugee’ by Open Doors. This part of Jesus' life
often gets forgotten but Jesus' early childhood
resonates with many around the world today. Some of
our Iraqi friends were amazed when Mike told them
that Jesus was a refugee, that he had to flee from
Bethlehem to get away from Herod. It was a revelation
to them that God wasn't punishing them, that He
loved them so much he was willing to die for them.

Today, remember a broken or delayed promise and
make good on it.

O Lord, O God
creator of all we know.
God is good and
his mercy endures forever.
Your promises are never broken
and your people are not forgotten.
Help us to remember
your promises to a broken world.
Give me the strength
and courage to stand
renewed and refreshed to serve.

We visited many of our international friends over the
Christmas period. We were able to share about Jesus
and also talk to the children about Santa, as some
children were confused and disappointed that Santa
didn't come to their house! We gave gifts and had a
great time!
Mike also spoke at three Christmas services and ran
'Christmas Unwrapped' in a local school as part of his
work with Scripture Union. A few of our international
friends came to Christmas services with us including
friends from Turkey, Iraq and China. We also prepared
a Christmas Meal for our Signpost friends and had lots
of fun celebrating together!

Taken from Christian Aid's Daily reading: 1 February

Contributor is Dionne Gravesend, Christian Aid’s Senior
Ecumenical Relations Manager.
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/churches/
daily-reading-1-february

24hr Domestic Locksmith (no callout fee)
Carpentry

PVC Windows Doors & Soffits

Painting and Decorating
Fencing Repair and Install
Flat Pack Assembly
Bathroom & Kitchen Installation
Tiling

Gutter Clearing

Picture & Curtain Hanging
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General DIY
Shelving

As we enter 2019, we start with Prayer Month at our World Horizons centre in Llanelli. Prayer is at the heart of what
we do all year round but each January we dedicate even more time to prayer - seeking God at the start of each year.
So far this month we have been praying for unreached people groups around the world - that they might know the
love of Jesus and his message of hope.
Mike is also busy with his Scripture Union work, preparing for a three day mission which he will be leading in
February and for another in March. Churches will be coming together in their respective areas to run these missions.
An inter-church youth club and Bible study group will be started following one of the missions and hopefully a fulltime schools worker will be employed following the other mission.
Sarah
Prayer Points

Please pray for a family who have recently started to
pray to Jesus, for them to know Him as their friend and
saviour.
Thank God for our international friends. Please pray for
them as they learn English and adjust to life in a
different culture. Many are seeking truth - please pray
that they find it and know true peace in their hearts and
lives.
Please pray for more international people to come to
our weekly event, Signpost Connect, and our weekly
Bible study, Signpost Explore.
Please continue to pray for the churches we're
connecting with and for the right doors to open to
connect with others.
Please pray for the missions Mike is leading, for all
involved and all who will come.

Donate to
St. Marys
by Text
Text SMTH44
£5 to 70070

Urgently needed items:
Stock cubes (Chicken, Beef,
Vegetable), Dried onions, Mixed
herbs, Garlic puree (tube), Tomato
puree (tube)

Other amounts work as well:
£1, £2, £3, £4, £5 or £10.
All the money you donate goes
to us, and your network
provider won’t charge you for
the Text you send to make the
donation.

Low on stock:
Self-raising flour 500g, Sunflower
oil 500ml
We've got plenty of:
Beans, Breakfast Cereals, Pasta,
Tea

The service is provided by
JustTextGiving. If you have any
questions about
JustTextGiving, visit
www.justtextgiving.co.uk

We always welcome donations and
promise to use them to provide
help to people in crisis. Thank you
www.westberks.foodbank.org.uk

Page 7

Dates for you diary
Thu 24 Jan 11 Apr

Alpha Course - Thursdays, details
Revd Leonard Onugha

Wed 6 Mar

Ash Wednesday - 9.45am Holy
Communion and 8.00pm Evening
Service

Offices, Brownsfield Road

Sat 23 Mar

Gardening at St Mary’s - 9.00-12
noon

27 Mar

Concert: Vivace Voices

Tue 9 April

Annual Church Meetings

Sat 27 Apr

Concert: Cold Ash Brass

Sat 22 Jun

Priesting of Revd Leonard Onugha Reading Minster

Sun 30 Jun

Cream Teas - St Mary’s

Thatcham Town Council’s
Community & Civic Events 2019

Sun 30 Jun

Thatcham Family Fun Day - 11am4pm, Henwick Worthy Sports Ground

Sun 14 Jul

United Service of Remembrance 3pm, London Road Cemetery

Thu 29 Aug

Fun on The Broadway - 10am-3pm,
The Broadway Green

Sat 7 Sep

French Market - 9am, The Broadway

Sat 12 Sun 20 Oct

Thatcham Festival - Various venues
across Thatcham

Sun 10 Nov

Remembrance Parade - from
10.30am, Parade through the town
centre with services at the War
Memorial and St Mary’s Church

Mon 11 Nov

Armistice Day - from 10.45am, The
War Memorial, Bath Road

Mon 11 Mar

Fly a Flag for the Commonwealth 9.45am, Council Offices, Brownsfield
Road

Fri 6 Dec

Christmas Lights Switch On - from
5pm. Switch on at 7pm, The
Broadway

Mon 11 Mar

Annual Town Meeting - 6.30pm,
Council Chamber, Council Offices,
Brownsfield Road

Sun 15 Dec

Mayor’s Civic Carol Service - 4pm, St
Mary’s Church

Sun 12 May

Mayor Making - 3pm, Frank
Hutchings Community Hall

Mon 13 May

Mayor Making (2nd part) - Council

Exciting
opportunity to
get to know an
overseas visitor
Host and
teach
English!
(One or two
week stays,
payment made)
If you can help,
email
gilltaylor957@gmail.com
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Who’s Who in the
Thatcham Team
Ministry

Services at
St. Mary’s Church

Team Rector

Mark Bennet

Team Vicar - St. Barnabas

Vacant
Associate Clergy:

Marion Fontaine
Brenda Harland
Leonard Onugha

861742
865064

Parish Administrator

Ann Watts

862277

The Parish office is open Monday
and Friday mornings, 9.30am to
1.00pm, answer phone at other
times.
Email: admin.stmarysthatcham
@ntlbusiness.com
Churchwardens

Viv Druce
Chris Watts
Glenn Peters

Sunday Services

867342

820718
864567
869409

Future copies
Connect is published ten
times a year and is available
from St. Mary’s and St.
Barnabas Churches,
Thatcham, or by post from
the Parish Office, tel.
862277.
Article Deadline
Please give articles for the
March edition to Steve Rice
(860431) or any of the clergy
or churchwardens or email
julie@dunwell.org by 15th
March.

8.00 am
10.00 am

Morning Services
Holy Communion
Parish Communion

Children’s groups on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays at 10 am, workshop on 3rd Sundays.
The Parish Communion services on the 1st Sunday of the month
is for people of all ages, especially the young, (includes Baptism Welcome).

6.30 pm Evening Services
1st Sunday
Sung Evensong
2nd Sunday
No service
3rd Sunday
Healing Service
Weekday Services

9.45 am
10.30 am

Wednesdays
Holy Communion
‘ABC’ (Adults, Babies, Children)

9.00 am

Every Weekday
Morning Prayer (In the chapel)

St Mary’s is fitted with an Induction Loop.
If you wear a hearing aid, switch to the ‘T’ position to benefit from the system

www.stmarysthatcham.org.uk
Inspired by the love of Christ to build God’s kingdom

Services at
St. Barnabas Church
(meeting in Thatcham Park School)
10.00 am Sunday Services

1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday

Worship Service
Communion
Worship Service
Communion
Worship Service

More details from Revd. Brenda Harland 01635 847969
or Revd. Pat Jones 01635 865388

www.stbarnabasthatcham.weebly.com
Serving to Build Community
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C A M E O

For theRecord...
Baptism

12 Jan

Nicholas Raymond Thompson

Weddings

22 Dec

Hugo Grant and Grace Ladds

Funerals

3 Dec

Irene Taylor

95

6 Dec

Lilian Simmonds

85

11 Dec

June Collings

78

19 Dec

Joseph Loughnane

84

7 Jan

Doris Sandland

96

8 Jan

Jean McNeil

84

29 Jan

Kathleen Dobson

91

31 Jan

Neil Rowan

47

WOW! What a busy time CAMEO
has had since our last Connect
article. The Christmas party in early
December was a great success – 67
raffle prizes, which were mainly
donated throughout the year, and a
delicious tea supplied by the team
of helpers. A legacy received, to be
spent on CAMEO members, bought
42 boxes of M&S biscuits plus 3
boxes of gluten free shortbread. On
our last Monday we were
entertained with the banjo group
“Sticky Fingers” who had us singing
and laughing at the funny stories.
Mary Hare’s Christmas party, which
we were invited to, gave a fabulous
afternoon both in their
entertainment which included
pitting our brains on some of the
quizzes and the delicious food that
was served to us all baked by the
students. We even left with a party
bag containing Christmas cake and
other goodies. CAMEO gave the
students each a hand made
Christmas card and sweets to share.
The plastic milk bottle tops that we
save raised £101.48 for the Thames
Valley Air Ambulance. Please
continue to save milk
bottle tops only. Leave
them at the back of the
church for collection.
Nevil Court Knitters have
been knitting baby and
toddlers items as well
crotchet cot/pram and
larger blankets for the
West Berkshire Family Hub
which have been much
appreciated. To this end if
anyone has double knit or
4ply knitting wool the
knitters would put it to
good use.
CAMEO has received a
letter from The Rosemary
Appeal thanking them for
(Continued on page 11)
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their support and I quote the
opening paragraph of the letter.
“On behalf of The Rosemary
Appeal, I would like to thank the
CAMEO Group for all their hard
work, knitting and crocheting for
the Rosemary Appeal at West
Berkshire Community Hospital
during this last year plus £10 that
was given to me on 12th
November.”
The full letter is on the notice board
in the Meeting Room.

And… as we start this New Year if
you want to do something different
and you would like to make new
friends and have fun come and join
us on a Monday afternoon, 2-4pm in
the Meeting Room in St Mary’s
Church, where you will receive a
warm welcome.
Joan

Parking in St Mary’s Churchyard
A complaint has been made by a resident of Meadow Close about the
level and impact of car parking in St Mary’s churchyard. Emotive language
has been used such as ‘’Would you want to see a vehicle parked on ‘your
mother’s’ grave’’? The complaint has not been made direct to Clergy,
churchwardens or the Church Council but was raised at the last meeting of
the Thatcham Together Community Forum and I took the opportunity to
discuss the matter with the complainant after the meeting.
The churchyard is a special place and need to be managed for the benefit
of all. The issue is not as black and white as alleged but the complainant
does have a point.
I would suggest that the appropriate course of action would be for regular
attenders at St Mary’s to exercise self-restraint, minimise vehicular access
to essential purposes and encourage the seeking, or offering of lifts, to
those who need assistance. A discrete notice could be at the east gate to
the effect that vehicular parking is limited to those who are authorised or
disabled.
The Church Council will be asked to consider the complaint at its meeting
on 11 Feb. If you have a view please speak to Viv Druce or Chris Watts.
Chris Watts

Farewell
Greetings from London Colney, Hertfordshire!

We finally arrived and unpacked and yes, whoever said that moving was one
of the top stressful activities, was right. We finally closed the door on six
energetic removal men a couple of weeks ago and breathed a sigh of relief.
We made it, exhausted and full of mixed emotions. I am partly excited,
anticipating new beginnings and challenges, but partly bereft about leaving
my ministry and the dear friends we have left behind in Thatcham. Shares in
Costa Coffee will certainly go down!
My final Service was wonderful and thank you to all the many people who
came up to St Barnabas that morning. The singing was simply wonderful and
I will never forget the beautiful anthem sang by the choir. Bestowed with
gifts and good wishes our parting was
Photos: Pat and Peter
St Peter’s church, London Colney
St Peter’s Vicarage, Riverside

(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)

heartfelt and the whole occasion will remain with us both always. I will look back on that amazing phase of my life
and give thanks that God led me almost 7 years ago to Thatcham. It’s there I learnt the joy of ministry in the
community and that ‘presence’ and ‘relationship’ comes before all things. I wanted to share with you that we spent
your generous financial gifts on a beautiful rug and clerical attire. Mark… we ate the beans! The incredible caricature
of my dear friend Brenda and I has pride of place in my new study. Thank you so much. I am missing you already, but
your love, prayers, support and good wishes strengthens and upholds us. Although the thought of new
responsibilities, faculties and open grave yards daunt me a little, I will remember my mantra; in Christ I am renewed
each day, empowered and held firm. God Bless you all. It goes without saying, that if you ever find yourself in this
part of the country, there’s a welcome at St Peter’s Vicarage, Riverside.
Pat Jones

...and for those who didn’t see it, the picture
This is a photograph of the gift we gave to Pat and Peter as they left for London Colney. As you see it is a picture of
Pat and me presiding at St Barnabas. It was painted by a local artist, Simon Jardine from an idea by Eve Hands. Eve
often referred to us as Ant and Dec. Can you see the connection in the picture? Keep looking!
If you are interested in seeing more of Simon’s brilliant work have a look at his website: www.armadilloimages.com
or contact him: simon@armadilloimages.com.
A great big thank you to all who
came to Pat’s final service and made
it a memorable occasion. Pat really
loved it and appreciated all the
support and encouragement she
received. Also, a huge thank you to
all who helped put the service
together.
Pat and Peter are now established in
the vicarage next to St Peter’s
church, London Colney, sitting
among boxes and contemplating
colour charts and enjoying the
scrapbook that Steph put together
with photos and quotes from many
of us. I’m told that the picture is
going up on the wall at the vicarage
as a reminder of us along with the
clock created by Nick Forbes as
another thank you for Pat’s ministry
here.
We will all miss Pat a great deal as
she has made such a difference in
Thatcham and touched many lives,
we have learned and gained a great
deal from her. We wish her well in
her ministry at St Peter’s London
Colney and look forward to
exchanging regular updates. The
people of St Peter’s have gained two
precious gems in Pat and Peter.
Brenda
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