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The team and our 
Church 

This summer we are rejoicing in the 
growth of the team with Leonard 
having been ordained priest and 
Nicola licensed as Team Vicar. 
Assistant Archdeacon Stephen Pullin 
asked at Nicola’s licensing whether 
St Barnabas was really a Church – 
without the joys and burdens of a 
building to look after and all that 
goes with it. Of course the answer 
was “yes” – and for those who know 
St Barnabas well, that is quite a deep 
yes – the sense of community which 
has been built, linking with 
Thatcham Park School is a very 
special thing – the focus on serving, 
and the name of Barnabas the great 
encourager are brought to life by a 
rich and varied community of people. 

Of course with all the licensings and ordinations going on it is 
very easy to imagine that the team is the clergy, but it is not 
so. Bishop Steven is challenging us to become a more Christ-
like church for the sake of God’s world, and that, of course, 
means all of us. We are asked to challenge ourselves and 
each other to be more contemplative, compassionate and 
courageous. We talk often about being on a journey and 
sometimes about taking risks for God. The way of the cross 
offers no cheap grace and Jesus calls us “follow me”. 

But as I was mowing the lawn this week, another thought 
came to me – I was thinking about people who find 
themselves bruised by life’s experience and their place 
(which might be your place) in this story, which can, if truth 
be told, take on a heroic aspect and leave us forgetting the 
need for God’s grace. A recent Gospel reading from Luke 8.26 
tells of a man healed by Jesus of a terrible affliction. He 
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Fabric and 
Finance - 
Looking at the 
next 5 years 

At its meeting on 17 June the 
Church Council looked at a number 
of challenges affecting fabric and 
finance and began a process of 
dealing with them whilst leaving 
space, resources and time for 
other aspects of a Christ–like-
Church in Thatcham. Preparations 
are being made for a series of 
Appeals to raise the necessary 
finance. 

This is in addition to Stewardship 
and there encouraging signs that 
awareness of the need to invest in 
the running costs of our church is 
increasing. This needs to be 
sustained and nurtured but these 
comments refer more to the need 
to make repairs to the fabric of St 
Mary’s and to the organ and to 
make improvements to the 
Meeting Room and kitchen. 
Detailed specifications will be 
needed to establish the costs 
involved and appeals made to 
organisations, trusts and the wider 
community.  These works also 
need to help to make our church 
‘dementia friendly’, ecologically 
sustainable and fit for purpose as a 
centre for Christian worship. 

Repairs to St Mary’s 

The following include the known 
issues facing the church as a listed 

wanted to follow Jesus, but Jesus told him “no” – instead go home and tell people about what I have done. 

This man was part of Jesus’ team even though he was not tagging along and being sent out to new places – he was 
told “don’t follow me” – what an extraordinary thing! 

So the question for this summer is not so much “are you following?” but rather “how are you part of the team?” 
That opens up a whole new way of thinking about who we are as a church and how we live out our message. The 
challenge to be courageous still stands, of course, but I think that has to wait for another day. 

For those taking a break this summer – my prayers for joy and relaxation, and prayers also for those moving on to 
new things in life – stepping up in school, off to university and even those recently ordained priest and licensed as 
Team Vicar! 

Mark 

Contactless Giving has arrived at St 
Mary’s 

Many will have noticed the arrival of a ‘unattended’ contactless donation 
device at the back of St Mary’s. It will be available whenever the church is 
open – generally every day between about 9.00am and 5.00 pm. The amount 
that can be given can be any whole number between £3 and £30 – if you 
want to give more just tap your card again! 

The Goodbox device has been supplied to 10 churches in the Diocese on a 
three month trial. However the machine is so simple to use and made 
available on such good terms that we have already decided to purchase it 
and tailor it to our needs. A special plinth is being made by Paul Bullock, to 
which it will be securely attached. It has a battery and can be taken to other 
locations, St Barnabas or Sunday on Saturday events as each donation is 
recorded with a date and time and any payments received can be allocated 
to the particular cause. Gift Aid will apply under the small gifts scheme as the 
amounts do not exceed £30. 

We also have the ability to take donations and payments through an 
‘attended’ contactless device (acquired from SumUp) which is suitable for 
payment of fees or donations 
including any larger than £30.  

Donations may also be made through 
the St Mary’s Website using 
smartphone capable if reading QR 
code  www.stmarysthatcham.org.uk 

Donations may be made with debit 
and (most) credit cards. A small 
percentage (2.5% for Goodbox and 
1.1% for SumUp) is taken to cover the 
cost of having the facility but it also 
costs the administrators’ time and a 
bank charge to handle cash (currently 
65p for every £100 banked ). St 
Mary’s needs to be ‘accessible to all’  
- even those who do not carry cash.   

We’re getting there! 
Chris Watts 
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Share and Prayer 
(S.A.P.) 

An informal group 
meets every 2nd 

Tuesday of the month 
(10.30 am to 12.30 pm) 

to discuss various 
topics and views, with 

home made 
refreshments and 
concluding with 

prayers. 

For details contact 
Linda Beaumont on 

864223 

Tuesday 9 July  

Bucket List 

building following the architect’s inspection in 2018 and reported to the PCC in February. The PCC has a legal 
obligation to address the recommendations of the architect.  

The most significant matters are: 
1. Repair of the roof and walls at the west end of the north aisle. 
2. Treatment of beetle infestation to roof timbers 
3. Repair of tiled floor to nave and side aisles  
4. Repair of guttering and downpipes (south side) 
5. Stonework repairs – North Aisle window ledge; south porch buttress 
6. Removal of earth from north wall to reduce damp damage to internal plaster 
7. Replacement of oak thresholds to two north side doors.  
8. Report on management of asbestos and compliance with recommendations arising 

There are also equipment issues outside the remit of that inspection. 
1. electrical repairs; including floodlights, and a programme of replacement of lights from halogen to LED.  
2. Improvement of audio and visual presentation 
3. Improvement of vehicular access 
4. Improvement of the Parish Office 

A general concern relevant to any increase in level or range of uses is the shortage of storage.  

The tower room is of particular concern as this is a significant area of storage and a principal fire exit.  

Repairs to the organ 

The following is a summary of the recommendations of F H Browne and Sons, Organ Builders of Canterbury who 
currently maintain the instrument: 

‘The works estimated below fall into three areas:  

Blower 

•Whilst the blower is adequate for full organ use, it is noisy (particularly at start-up) and as a minimum 
should be inspected by an expert. Of more concern though is the lining of the blower box, which appears 
to be the hard type of asbestos, made soft and crumbly in places by being soaked in oil. Again, this is 
work for a specialist company, which needs to be attended to without delay.  
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Shoe and Bag Repairs 
Engraving (trophies/pet tags etc.) 
Key Cutting * Watch Straps 
Batteries * Zippo Lighters * Leather 
Goods 
and accessories * Locks * Signs and lots 

We’re the ‘last’ 
word 
In shoe repairs at… 

SHOE 
CARE 

of THATCHAM 

Unit 5, The Old Mews 
32 High Street, 

Thatcham, Berkshire 

07796 148047 

VISIT US FOR A TRADITIONAL SERVICE 

Open 9.30 a.m. — 4.30 p.m. Mon.-Sat. 

Pedalboard.  

•Work was undertaken on the pedalboard relatively recently, probably in 1991, as evidence by the 
aluminium squares forming part of the pedal action. The pedalboard itself is in a poor state, being torn 
to pieces under the pressure of its own springs, with a temporary (but rather unsightly) bracket currently 
holding the whole thing together.   
The pedalboard needs to be removed and appropriately strengthened, to avoid unreliability                                                                                                                        
and potential damage to pedal action – one pedal tracker is already broken.  

Overhaul.  

•The assumption has been made that the organ was last cleaned in 1991, as it is now dusty (rather than 
excessively dirty):  The recommended period between cleanings is 20-25 years, as dust and dirt impair 
good pipe speech and dull the tone of the organ (and can be the cause of ‘off’ notes); a cleaning now 
would certainly be beneficial, alongside other corrective works.  

•Heating issues noted in 2008 are clearly still a problem, as many of the faults are most likely to be 
attributable to this:  The stop action is stiff (as reported by Tim Cooke, the Great drawstop mechanism 
has stuck in the past, and broken, although on the day of inspection this was functioning satisfactorily), 
the Swell Cornopean is stopped off, the Swell Clarion slide only just drawing, and there are cyphers on 
the Great and Choir and a quantity of ‘off’ notes on the Swell.  

•The Swell soundboard is independent of the (shared, and huge) Great / Choir soundboard, and appears 
to require the most attention.  The extent of required works can only be determined accurately with 
pipework and rackboards removed, and upper boards lifted; the installation of a humidifier is likely to 
improve matters for the future, but the damage may already have been done.  

•Within the overhaul works, a number of current issues would be addressed, including stiff pedal 
combination levers, loose stop jambs, leaning pipework (mainly basses and some of the Great Trumpet, 
which also needs securing better).  

Tonally, both Pedal 16’ stops are uneven, and need to be regulated; the Trumpet could be brightened, 
and some of the high notes which appear a shade over-winded could be corrected. The action – and 
particularly the coupler action – needs overhaul; in particular, the (newer) Swell to Choir coupler is 
heavy, and causes the Swell Fifteenth to murmur.  Swell to Great is unreliable with anything more than a 
note or two, and similarly needs re-setting.’  
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C A M E O 
(come and meet each other) 

CAMEO is for anyone, 
lonely, bereaved, lives on 

their own, or would like to 
chat... 

...every Monday 2pm to 
4pm in  

St Mary’s 
Church 

Meeting 
Room for a 
chat over a 

cup of tea and 
cake. 

2In addition there may be an issue regarding the source of water damage referred to in the report. This may require 
work to the roof valley gutter above the organ space.  

3The organ is a significant feature of St Mary’s and a key part of the quality of music and worship. The PCC is very 
aware, however, of the significant cost of the level of repairs required and has requested advice on other options 
(including the advice of the Diocesan Organ Advisor and the Diocesan Advisory Committee) and obtain further 
quotations.  

4Whichever course is taken, action is required to deal with the asbestos and may be required to repair faults in the 
roof valley gutter. 

5Improvements to Meeting Room and Kitchen 

6The temporary improvements to the kitchen, undertaken in 2018 have provided time to prepare a scheme for a 
longer term improvements to include: 

1. Replacement of the boiler (also recommended by the PCC’s Architect) 
2. Purpose designed kitchen and appliances to meet licence requirements for food preparation 
3. Noise reduction in the Meeting Room 
4. Improved storage  
5. Improvements to electrical sockets etc 
6. Improvements to fire safety 
7. Repairs to plaster 
8. Improvements to toilet 

All the above will require approvals from the Diocese.  

The Organ Fund currently stands at (£ 35,321) and the Fabric Fund (£35,033). 

Work is beginning on collecting the required information, preparing and consulting on proposals and identifying 
potential sources of funding. A small group will be formed to do this work and co-ordinate matters requiring 
professional assistance.  

If you feel able to help in any way please speak to me… SOON! 

Chris Watts  
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This months prayer…  

Loving Heavenly Father, 

We ask you to hear these prayers 
prayed in confidence, trust and 
hope, that they may be in 
accordance with your purpose and 
will. 

God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, we pray that our lives might 
reflect the qualities of the Trinity: 
The Love of God, the Grace of Jesus, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit. 

We pray for the work of the church, 
as it ministers in cities, towns, villages and slums, that all who work to share the good news of your saving love 
would be equipped and ready. We pray especially for those who are met with violent opposition, complacency or 
apathy. Those who are expected to have all the answers; those who struggle with their own faith; those for whom 
the workload is too great. Guide and strengthen all in your service and help them overcome those obstacles they will 
undoubtedly face. 

We praise and thank you for Nicola who will take up her post as Team Vicar at St. Barnabas this month, and for 
Leonard, our newly priested Curate. Fill them with your Holy Spirit as they serve you here in Thatcham.  

We pray for your world, and ask that leaders work together for the good of all, putting aside their own agendas and 
instead focussing on and building upon areas of common ground rather than self-interest. We pray for the leaders 
and advisors in the United States and Iran, that tensions would ease and all-out war would be avoided. We pray for 
the Middle East and Syria, and all areas where conflict and unrest is the norm. 

We pray for our forces overseas as they seek to maintain peace and order. 

We pray for all who suffer, in body, mind and spirit. For all in hospital, nursing home or hospice, for those who no 
longer recognise their loved ones, all who feel isolated or lonely. We lift up to you all who are homeless or live in sub
-standard accommodation. For all who will go hungry or all who have starved to death or died because they couldn’t 
get the treatment they needed in the time it has taken 
to read these prayers. 

The list of those in need seems endless and perhaps it 
feels that we cannot do much to help. 
But help we can, through prayer and the giving of our 
time, talents and money as we can. 
Indeed Lord, you are able to do far more than we ask, or 
even imagine, so help us to put our faith and trust in you 
and we know you will do the rest. 
Forgive us for those times when we try to go it alone; or 
perhaps when we call upon you as a last resort. Help us 
to see our arrogance and replace it with humility.  

Lord, we are all works-in-progress so refine us and make 
us more like you. 
We thank you for your assurance that we are all part of 
your ‘Royal Priesthood’. 
May we trust and serve you in this life and rejoice with 
you in eternity in the next.  

Amen. 
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Charity feature… 

This month featured charity is Young People & Children First, If you would like a 
charity that you support included in Connect please send me details and I’ll include an 
article. 

The following extract is taken from 

www.youngpeopleandchildrenfirst.org.uk, please follow 

them and support them in the work they do for the local community.  

Thank you Julie 

julie@dunwell.org 

Housing Young People. Changing Lives. 
Preventing disadvantaged children and young people being homeless. 

Providing them with life's building blocks and resources, enabling them to become happy, confident and successful adults 

Why we exists… 

In most cases, children go into Foster Care as a result of abuse and/or neglect. When they come into care they are 
often distressed and traumatised with half suffering from a mental health problem.   

In 2014, the Government raised the age of Foster Care Leavers from 18 to 21, which is good news, only 5 years after 
we lobbied government for it! Although, how many young people are really ready for independent living at 21 and 
fully support themselves? It’s very common nowadays for young people to stay at their family home way into their 
30s. Plus, Foster Care doesn't always work for every young person so some leave care early. For those who do stay in 
Foster Care, they often don't get the support, stability and development they need and there is poor preparation for 
leaving. The result is they leave without the skills, personal responsibility or discipline to be able to cope with living 
independently. 

What we do… 

We now have two charity houses in Thatcham, Cornerstone and Rebecca House. These can home in total seven 
Young People. We have a live-in Support Manager in each house plus three further support staff, all of whom provide day to 

 

Urgently needed items:  
DEODORANTS, SHAVING FOAM, 

WASHING POWDER, WASHING-UP 
LIQUID 

Low on stock:  
COFFEE, PASTA SAUCE, DRIED 

ONION GRANULES, SUGAR 

We've got plenty of:  
BAKED BEANS, BREAKFAST CEREALS, 

PASTA, TEA 
**PLEASE, NO PASTA, SOUP OR 

BEANS** 

We always welcome donations and 
promise to use them to provide help 
to people in crisis. Thank you 
www.westberks.foodbank.org.uk 

Donate to  
St. Marys 
by Text 

Text SMTH44 
£5 to 70070 

Other amounts work as well: 
£1, £2, £3, £4, £5 or £10. 

All the money you donate goes 
to us, and your network 
provider won’t charge you for 
the Text you send to make the 
donation.  

The service is provided by 
JustTextGiving. If you have any 
questions about 
JustTextGiving, visit 
www.justtextgiving.co.uk 

day support to our young 
people,  whether practical and 
emotional.  

Upon arriving with us, the young people 
are assessed against key Life Building 
Blocks to ascertain what practical, 
personal and academic skills they 
require to help them become a valuable 
member of society. These could include 
things like Cooking, Money 
Management, Gardening, Personal 
Health & Hygiene, Education etc. 

What's Next... 

We are working towards three more 
houses within our 5 year business 
plan.  To make these other homes a 
reality, we need your support, 
either through monetary donations, 
volunteering your time or by 
donating goods.  

http://www.justtextgiving.co.uk
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Dates for your diary 

July 

Tue 2  Licensing of Revd Nicola Hulks as 
 Team Vicar - at St Barnabas, 
 Thatcham Park School 

Sat 20 ‘Café and Carbaret’  6.30 for 7 pm 

September 

Sun 8 Bishop of Oxford’s Newbury 
Deanery  Pilgrimage 

Sat 14 ‘Ride and Stride’ 

Wed 25 Dementia Sing-a-long 2.30pm 

Sat 28 Concert: Beenham Wind Orchestra 

Sun 29 Harvest 

Sun 29 Harvest Evensong at Fawley Church 

October 

Sat 12 Craft Day—Thatcham Festival 

Thatcham Town Council’s  
Community & Civic Events 2019 

Sun 14 Jul United Service of Remembrance - 
 3pm, London Road Cemetery 

Thu 29 Aug Fun on The Broadway - 10am-3pm, 
 The Broadway Green 

Sat 7 Sep  French Market - 9am, The Broadway 

Sat 12 -  Thatcham Festival - Various venues 
Sun 20 Oct across Thatcham 

Sun 10 Nov Remembrance Parade - from 
 10.30am, Parade through the town 
 centre with services at the War 
 Memorial and St Mary’s Church 

Mon 11 Nov Armistice Day - from 10.45am, The 
 War Memorial, Bath Road 

Fri 6 Dec Christmas Lights Switch On - from 
 5pm. Switch on at 7pm, The 
 Broadway 

Sun 15 Dec Mayor’s Civic Carol Service - 4pm, St 
 Mary’s Church 

Exciting 
opportunity to 
get to know an 
overseas visitor 

Host and 
teach 

English! 

(One or two 
week stays, 

payment made) 

If you can help,  
email 

gilltaylor957@gmail.com 
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Who ’s Who in the 
Thatcham Team 
Ministry  

Team Rector 

Mark Bennet 867342 

Team Vicar - St. Barnabas 

Nicola Hulks 

Associate Clergy: 

Marion Fontaine 861742 
Brenda Harland 865064 
Leonard Onugha 

Parish Administrator 

Ann Watts 862277 

The Parish office is open Monday 
and Friday mornings, 9.30am to 
1.00pm, answer phone at other 
times. 

Email: admin.stmarysthatcham 
@ntlbusiness.com 

Churchwardens 

Viv Druce 820718 
Chris Watts 864567 
Glenn Peters 869409 

Services at  
St. Barnabas Church  
(meeting in Thatcham Park  School)  

 

Services at  
St. Mary’s Church 

Future copies 

Connect is published ten 
times a year and is available 

from St. Mary’s and St. 
Barnabas Churches, 

Thatcham, or by post from 
the Parish Office, tel. 

862277. 

Article Deadline 

Please give articles for the 
September edition to Steve 
Rice (860431) or any of the 
clergy or churchwardens or 
email julie@dunwell.org by 

15th August. 

Sunday Services 

Morning Services 

 8.00 am Holy Communion 

 10.00 am Parish Communion 

Children’s groups on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays at 10 am, workshop on 3rd Sundays. 
The Parish Communion services on the 1st Sunday of the month 

is for people of all ages, especially the young, (includes Baptism Welcome). 

6.30 pm Evening Services 

 1st Sunday Sung Evensong 

 2nd Sunday No service 

 3rd Sunday Healing Service 

Weekday Services 

Wednesdays 

 9.45 am Holy Communion 
 10.30 am ‘ABC’ (Adults, Babies, Children) 

Every Weekday 

 9.00 am Morning Prayer (In the chapel)  

10.00 am Sunday Services 

 1st Sunday Worship Service 
 2nd Sunday Communion 
 3rd Sunday Worship Service 
 4th Sunday Communion 
 5th Sunday Worship Service 

More details from Revd. Brenda Harland 01635 865064 

www.stbarnabasthatcham.weebly.com 
Serving to Build Community 

www.stmarysthatcham.org.uk 
Inspired by the love of Christ to build God’s kingdom 

St Mary’s is fitted with an Induction Loop. 
If you wear a hearing aid, switch to the ‘T’ position to benefit from the system 
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Action Man at rest 

The following tribute to Ron Johnson was written by 
David Winter and published in his regular  ‘Diary’  section 
in  ’Church Times’.  

Ron’s funeral took place in Holy Week. I first met him 
when he turned up at our church. He told me that it was 
his first voluntary visit to a church for 70 years. He was 
about my age and lived on his own. 

He took to church. He liked the music, the friendship, and 
the feeling of belonging. Slowly, too, he warmed to the 
‘message’. After a few months, he asked whether he 
could be confirmed, and our curate, Marion, asked me to 
prepare him. 

My usual practice is to invite candidates to give me brief 
summary of their journey of faith. When Ron told his life 
story, I realised that one lesson would not be long 
enough. Bombed out in the Blitz when he was a child, his 
family moved from London to Windsor, where his mother 
got a job at Eton College, in the laundry. She happened to 
mention that her son Ron, then eight, had a nice voice; 
after an audition, he found himself in the choir – and a 
pupil at the world’s most famous public school. 

At 16, he joined the RAF as an apprentice, became a 
pilot, and was shot down during the troubles in South-
East Asia. When he eventually left the RAF (the most 
cherished part of his life), he became consecutively and 
AA man, a police officer, and a funeral director’s 
assistant. He enjoyed all his jobs, and acquired an endless 
log of funny stories. But 
his private life was not 
happy – largely, he told 
me, through his own fault. 
Now he was an action man 
with no action, and a 
friendly man with no 
friends. 

Happily, the gospel 
medicine worked. He 
belonged and felt valued 
and forgiven. During his 
last years Ron appreciated 
home visits by clergy and 
friends and regular Holy 
Communion from Jim 
Lowe. A few weeks before 
his death, he told me that 
he knew that, whatever 
happened, God would be 
with him. And now he is 
with God.  

For theRecord...  

Baptism 

9 Jun Grace Elizabeth Allen 

 Jessica Elizabeth Scoins 

 Elliott Simon Wellman 

 William Matthew Guy 

 Mia-Lily Elizabeth Williams 

15 Jun Casey Peter Mercer-Starr 

23 Jun Lewis James Maddock 

 William George Amner Munslow 

 Summer Faith Davis 

 Sofia Clair Hurst 

 Sofia Wren 

 Lucas Wren 

24 Jun Paul Francis Padbury  

Weddings 

8 June Matthew Goodhead & Zoe Brooke 

22 Jun Benjamin Foot & Gemma Hartley 

 Mark Evans & Lauren Cook 

Funerals 

20 Jun Betty Jean Glasspool      87 

 Keith Churchill 82 

28 Jun Kathryn Mills 53   
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Eco Pop-Up at St Mary’s  
bringing green living to the heart of  the 
community 

On 7th June a group of 5 local businesses used the 
meeting room at St Mary’s for a pop-up shopping 
event. This was planned to coincide with the regular 
Friday market on the Broadway, to compliment the 
fresh food stalls and to encourage people to shop 
locally. St Mary’s is a wonderful venue for this kind of 
event as it is central and spacious, and  brought people 
in despite it being a very wet day! 

The way in which we shop is slowly changing, only this 
week Waitrose began an 11-week trial of unpackaged 
refillable foods at the Oxford store. More shops are 
pledging to ditch plastic packaging. We are being 
encouraged to make smarter consumer choices and 

think about the impact of 
how we shop and live. The 
good news for local 
residents is that Thatcham 
has several flourishing 
businesses to make 
sustainable living a bit 
easier. 

• Thatcham Refillable is a 
local company who can 
take empty bottles and 
refill with cleaning and 
household products, from 
laundry liquid to glass 
cleaner. They have a very 
popular washing up liquid 
refill. All of the products 
are made in Oxford and 
are vegan, and contain no 
harsh chemicals. They are 
usually based in 
Northfield Road but 
coming into the centre of 
Thatcham has meant 
more people can refill and 
see what range of 
products they stock. 

• Lonely Lentil are a dried 
foods company who can 
refill any container with a 
selection of rices, pasta, 
nuts, seeds, dried fruit, 
lentils, herbs and spices. 
They sell by the weight 
and their product range is 
ever expanding to keep 

The Beatitudes 
and social media 
At the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus commends eight beautiful qualities. But what 
do the Beatitudes mean for social media and life 
online? 

 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven 
I will remember that my identity comes from 
being made and loved by God, not from my 
online profile. 

 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted 
This world is full of grief and suffering. I will tread 
softly and post with gentleness and 
compassion. 

 Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth 
I will not boast or brag online, nor will I 
pull others down. 

 Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled 
There are many wrongs to be righted. I 
will not be afraid to name them and 
look for justice in the world. 

 Blessed are the merciful, for they will 
receive mercy 
I will not judge others but be generous 
online. I will be conscious of my own 
failings. 

 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
will see God 
I will be truthful and honest, and I will 
not pretend to be what I am not. 

 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called children of God 
I will seek to reconcile those of different 
views with imagination and good 
humour. 

 Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven 
I will not add to the store of hate in the 
world, but I will try to be courageous in 
standing up for what is right and true. 

Bible verses are Matthew 5.1-10 
(NRSV). 
Social media commentary by the Rt 
Revd Dr Steven Croft, Bishop of 
Oxford. 
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RIDE & STRIDE  
for Berkshire Churches Trust visit as 

many Churches as you can or sponsor 
someone who will cycle, walk, run 

between churches in West Berkshire for 
help with repairs and renovations - 10.00 

am to 6.00 pm on  Saturday 14th 
September 2019 money raised will be 

shared between the Trust and the 
participant’s local church  

For further details contact Chris Watts or 
see Notice Board 

with what customers want to buy. They also have an 
ever-growing recipe range for customers to try and 
often have food samples at their pop-ups. 

• Posy London is a flourishing local company selling 
hand made all natural deodorants, shampoo and 
conditioner bars using essential oils and no chemicals, 
and no plastic packaging. 

• The RAWkus Food Company make delicious vegan 
and gluten free cakes, and have a wonderful product 
range including a vegan and gluten free take on 
popular cakes and desserts. 

• Emporio Green Army sells a large range of handmade, 
zero plastic soaps, shampoo and conditioner bars, 
loofah and coconut cleaning tools, soy wax candles, 
and lots of other treasures such as loose leaf tea 
infusers and metal straws. 

The group of business owners are all local women with 
a huge passion for their products and who are very 
knowledgeable on switching to a more eco friendly way 
of life. They can advise on realistic ways to reduce your 
environmental impact in the home and with the 
purchases you make. ‘...and we’re hoping to return to St 
Mary’s for future pop-up markets.’ 

Amey 

Safeguarding 

As I write the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual 
Abuse is hearing yet more stories from the Church of 
England relating to past failures. If we are to live better 
in the world, becoming more Christlike for the sake of 
God’s world – more contemplative, more 
compassionate and more courageous – we must learn 
from the past and make sure that our own attitudes 
and behaviours are properly tuned to keeping children 
and vulnerable adults safe when they are in our care. 

Our safeguarding policy, and contact details for 
safeguarding officers both within and outside the 
parish, are advertised on our websites and notice 
boards. If you have any safeguarding concerns at all 
please do make sure that you speak to someone about 
it.  

Mark 

http://www.stmarysthatcham.org.uk/
safeguarding.html 

Contact details for safeguarding officers: 

Children and young people - Leanne Cox 01635 866087 

Vulnerable adults - Ann Dibble 01635 865976 


