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David Playing the Harp by Jan de Bray, 1670. 

Marion - A change 
of role 

It was the autumn of1972 when we 
came as a family to Thatcham, my 
daughters were 8 years old and my 
first husband worked for the 
Ministry of Defence Police in the 
depot in Station Road, now part of 
the Urquart road housing estate. 
The other side of Station Road was 
still farmland. Thatcham was a 
village, and the Broadway still had 
old cottages where there are now 
shops and offices. There was the old 
church school still standing where 
the Co-op is now and it was used as 
the church hall, and some church 
activities were held in there, there 
was a dusty bare pine floor and a pot belly stove for heating. 

We became members of St. Mary’s soon after we settled in as we had been members of various churches 
in our travels and it was a part of our life. The building has changed a great deal since 1972, then it was 
rather dark, the heating was not very effective, there was and still is an old boiler in a cellar under the 
vestry. I can’t remember if there was a Sunday school, Kate might remember, but there was a children’s  
corner to the left of the south door. At that stage there was no coffee after the service. When we started to 
serve coffee we still did not have a meeting room and the urn stood on a chair at the back and was turned 
off during the sermon. 

It wasn’t long before I started work as a midwife in Thatcham, a job I continued to do for 23 years. I 
became a well-known member of the community and to many I was their midwife, it was as if Thatcham 
owned me, and that was an honour and a privilege. When I look back I think that was the time when I first 
began to see that service to the community was in its self ministry, as my Christian faith was so much a part 
of my life.  

When my daughters were 12 my first marriage was no longer salvageable and all I could pray was “Thy will 
be done,” members of the congregation stood by me and said they did not want to lose me, and prayers 
were answered… and I am still here and my role is now going to change again.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jan_de_Bray
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There was some social life in the church, I remember the summer fetes that were held in the garden of 
what is the Cedars Dental Care building, and there was a small doctors surgery there as well that I worked 
from. There was a Mothers’ Union group and this continued till a few years ago. As a working mum I did 
not have time to do much in the church, that came later as the girls got older and by the time they were 18 
I was on the PCC and then a Church Warden, I was the first lady church warden at St, Mary’s. I was also 
doing intercessions and reading lessons. It all seemed to just flow gently without me realising where it was 
leading. 

Kate and Jo went off to university and I thought what shall I take on now, where do I go from here, despite 
the fact I was working full time and my husband, Andre, was disabled.  There was a course running in 
Newbury about baptism and confirmation, some people on it were considering lay ministry, I just went out 
of interest. Three weeks later I was interviewed and started lay ministry training and was licensed in 1991, I 
felt that was it, that was where God wanted me to be, there was also the fact that women were not being 
ordained. 

But God had other ideas for the ladies, and after a few years I knew that there was another journey I had to 
make, I could see this gate on my path and I needed to go through it but it was locked, there were probably 
many other women who had the same vision. There followed a tough journey, I was 57, I had been 
divorced and remarried, I was a woman, and not an intellectual. There were many interviews, discussions 
and selection conference. There were times when I thought I had got God’s message wrong and then I was 
told I had been accepted for training. When I told Andre he said, I am very proud of you. 

I was ordained deacon in 1999, and in 2000, in St Mary’s I was made priest, another first for the our 
church. The reaction in the community was one of acceptance which held the feeling “she’s okay, we know 
her, she’s one of us, they had owned me as a midwife and now they owned me as a priest. What had I 
done for God to give me the honour and privilege of being in that position.  I have tried to serve God and 
the community in the only way I can and that is being me and using the gifts I have been given. 

In all these years I have seen many changes, in the building and it’s uses, in the liturgy, the clergy. With 
Tom Baker it felt as if he had opened the 
doors wide to let the people in to find God 
and take him out with them. With Peter Sear 

(Continued from page 1) 

Rev Marion Fontaine 

Marion is retiring at the end of 
November!  

There will be a celebration service at 10am 
on the 24th, do come and share this special 
occasion. 

Later, the same day, there will be tea party 
for her and everyone is welcome - 5.00 for  
5.30 pm onwards.   

If you would like to come, or donate 
towards the cost of the party, please 
contact Judith Caton after Sunday 10 am 
services or on 01635 840843. Judith is also 
taking donations towards a memento for 
Marion.   

Thank you Chris D 
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Share and Prayer 
(S.A.P.) 

An informal group 
meets every 2nd 

Tuesday of the month 
(10.30 am to 12.30 pm) 
to discuss various topics 

and views, with home 
made refreshments and 

concluding with 
prayers. 

For details contact 
Linda Beaumont on 

864223 

Tuesday 12th 
November  

‘Fireworks and 
Lanterns’ 

Psalm 121  

A song of ascents. 
1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 
    where does my help come from? 
2 My help comes from the Lord, 
    the Maker of heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot slip— 
    he who watches over you will not slumber; 
4 indeed, he who watches over Israel 
    will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5 The Lord watches over you— 
    the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
6 the sun will not harm you by day, 
    nor the moon by night. 
5 The Lord watches over you— 
    the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
6 the sun will not harm you by day, 
    nor the moon by night. 

New International Version (NIV) 

Psalm 121 - A psalm of great comfort and assurance, of trust in the 
Lord and unfailing protection for all of life. 

The imagery of looking to the hills for spiritual help and protection 

the momentum continued and 
during the time when they were 
incumbents about ten people 
came forward for training in lay 
and ordained ministry. 

In these 28 years of ministry 
there has been times of great 
joy, privilege and honour, times 
of pain shared with others. Many 
new friends made and others 
who have passed on to a new life 
with God. 

I shall not just sit back and let 
others do all the work, that is not 
the way I am made, as you have 
witnessed, I will still be there 
doing flowers, washing linen, 
visiting, taking communion to the 
house bound etc. etc. 

But I now feel that I am about to 
pass my peak, and I don’t want 
to let you or God down, and 
anyway if I don’t leave a gap no-
one can fill it. 

Any offers? ...think about it, and 
pray. 

Marion Fontaine 
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Shoe and Bag Repairs 
Engraving (trophies/pet tags etc.) 
Key Cutting * Watch Straps 
Batteries * Zippo Lighters * Leather 
Goods 
and accessories * Locks * Signs and lots 

We’re the ‘last’ 
word 
In shoe repairs at… 

SHOE 
CARE 

of THATCHAM 

Unit 5, The Old Mews 
32 High Street, 

Thatcham, Berkshire 

07796 148047 

VISIT US FOR A TRADITIONAL SERVICE 

Open 9.30 a.m. — 4.30 p.m. Mon.-Sat. 

November 

November is a month of mixed feelings – 
Remembrance Sunday and All Saints and a focus 
on God’s Kingdom and this year also, Marion 
stepping back from her up-front ministry after so 
many years – there is much to say in grateful 
thanks for Marion’s contribution to the church in 
Thatcham and to the deep links we have with the 
community and I am sure there will be 
opportunities to say it on 24th November – don’t 
forget to be part of it. Those community links are 
exemplified by our participation in Thatcham’s Act 
of Remembrance at the memorial – we are not 
remembering war, but those who lost their lives 
in service in the tragedy of war – calling to mind 
what happens when or human efforts to live 
together on our planet go wrong, and resolving to 
do better in our own generation. It is a sobering 
thing to call to mind in the run-up to a general 
election, and with our relationship with our 
European neighbours still at issue. 

For Christians, though, there is a view beyond – it 
is not just about doing better here and now – it is 
about God’s kingdom coming, as we pray in the 
Lord’s Prayer. God’s kingdom is not defined by 
national boundaries or by human policy – it is not 
the stuff of treaties and deals and agreements and 
elections. This is what we remember and call to 

www.lovefromscotland.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2016/10/Lost-
Valley-Glencoe-1-1170x780-1-
1.jpg 

might be powerful to a resident of Jerusalem but 
has little attraction for me. I prefer rivers and 
valleys. 

Mountains, high peaks, precipices and any concept 
of ‘rock climbing’ are places which test faith and to 
be viewed with ‘awe’ from below and preferably 
from a respectful distance. This short psalm, just 
four couplets, reaffirms that the reality of the 
Lord’s help is available wherever we are – life is 
challenging enough in the valleys. 

Chris Watts 

(Continued from page 3) 
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C A M E O 
(come and meet each other) 

CAMEO is for anyone, 
lonely, bereaved, lives on 

their own, or would like to 
chat... 

...every Monday 2pm to 
4pm in  

St Mary’s 
Church 

Meeting 
Room for a 
chat over a 

cup of tea and 
cake. 

This months prayer… 

Almighty God, 

Hear these prayers for the Church and the 
World. 

We bring before you all who teach and preach, 
from Archbishops to Deacons, all who are 
somehow expected to have all the answers to 
those questions that do not have an easy or ready
-made, off-the-shelf solution. 
We ask for strength, tenacity and courage for 
them that they may serve you diligently, truthfully 
and compassionately in all their comings and 
goings.  
May they seek your wisdom and direction as they 
minister in this hurting world. 

We pray for those who have become disillusioned, 
apathetic or just bored in their vocation. 
And of course, not forgetting those who speak of 
your Name, risking their lives where such practice 
in forbidden.  

We do give you thanks though for the many good 
news stories that we hear about; the growing 
Christian presence in China, the influence of 
Christianity in Orthodox Russia, the increase of 
Christians in South Korea.  
Lord we rejoice that nowhere need be ignorant of 
the message of love and salvation granted to us 

mind when we share bread and wine at our 
communion service, repeating what Jesus said and 
did and remembering his sacrifice. When we see he 
confusions and challenges of a complex world we 
can perhaps see that a radical solution is required, 
beyond pure human endeavour. 

For our part in this, Bishop Steven challenges us to 
become a more Christ-like church for the sake of 
God’s world, more contemplative, more 
compassionate, more courageous. In our 
remembering we are contemplative, in our 
endeavours to build a better world we show 
compassion – and in those who have gone before us 
– the saints, Marion, those whose names are on our 
memorial – we see examples of courage to inspire 
us. We have much on our side, and at our Parish 
Awayday (16 November) we will be celebrating what 
is good in our life and seeking God’s guidance for 
what comes next. 

Mark 
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24hr Domestic Locksmith (no callout fee) 

Carpentry    PVC Windows Doors & Soffits  

Painting and Decorating  

Fencing Repair and Install 

Flat Pack Assembly 

Bathroom & Kitchen Installation 

Tiling    Gutter Clearing    General DIY 

Picture & Curtain Hanging    Shelving 

Mob: 07957 728128 
Tel: 01635 40125 
Email: lockintech@outlook.com 

 

through the saving grace of Jesus. As each of us has opportunity, let us share that love with those around 
us in word and deed. 

We pray for the world, and all that’s going on. 
For the tensions between Syria and Turkey, the troubles in Yemen, the typhoon in Japan. 
We pray that peace might abound and all wars cease. 

We lift up to you all who are hungry and will go to bed without a meal today. For all who need medicines 
or treatment, but either cannot afford it or travel to get it. 

And for closer to home, we pray for all who rely on food banks and State support to get them through the 
week. We pray for all who cannot or are unable to work. For all who make sacrifices to care for others.  

We pray for all who are in hospital, nursing home or hospice and those reaching the end of their earthly 
life. May they depart with grace and dignity and be welcomed into your heavenly kingdom. 

Much has been spoken around Mental Health and Wellbeing. We pray for all who are suffering from 
stress and live in constant anxiety. Help us to spot the signs and offer support where and when we can. 
We pray for the NHS as it tries to copes with ever-increasing demands and that it would get the funding it 
needs to provide on-going quality care and advice. 

Lord, you know our needs, our feelings of loneliness and despair. Thank you that you not only know, but 
you care and understand and are moved.  
Indeed, you are a specialist when the anguish is deep. And Jesus, you knew all too well what loneliness 
was, suffering as you did 
on that bleak cross with 
no-one to rescue you.  
We pray that all who are 
lonely might lift their 
eyes to you and receive 
help from above. 

Thank you Lord, for the 
blessings we receive 
every day. May we 
recognise them and live 
and work to your praise 
and glory, 

Amen. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Urgently needed items:  
VEGETABLE STOCK CUBES, 

TOMATO PUREE, GARLIC PUREE, 
DRIED ONION GRANULES, 

SUNFLOWER OIL 

Low on stock:  
MILK (LONG LIFE - UHT) 

We've got plenty of:  
BAKED BEANS, BREAKFAST 

CEREALS, PASTA, TEA 
**PLEASE, NO PASTA OR BEANS** 

We always welcome donations and 
promise to use them to provide 
help to people in crisis. Thank you 
www.westberks.foodbank.org.uk 

Donate to  
St. Marys 
by Text 

Text SMTH44 
£5 to 70070 

Other amounts work as well: 
£1, £2, £3, £4, £5 or £10. 

All the money you donate goes 
to us, and your network 
provider won’t charge you for 
the Text you send to make the 
donation.  

The service is provided by 
JustTextGiving. If you have any 
questions about 
JustTextGiving, visit 
www.justtextgiving.co.uk 

Christian Aid Christmas Appeal 2019  

Empowering women this Christmas 

A better life for mothers living in difficult places to be a woman 

www.christianaid.org.uk/christmas-appeal 

Women have the power to liberate themselves, their families and others from oppression. Through their 
God-given gifts, they could transform lives.  

But poverty, inequality, violence and injustice often denies women the opportunity to do so. For those who 
are also mothers, life is doubly difficult as they fight to protect and raise their children. 

This Christmas, we’re highlighting the transformational change that women around the world, particularly 

mothers, can achieve if given 
the chance – even in the most 
desperate situations. 

Afghanistan 

Conflict and drought in 
Afghanistan forced widow Bibi 
Aisha and her two children to 
flee their home. She managed 
to lead them to safety and find 
shelter through Christian Aid’s 
local partner RAADA who gave 
the family a tent. 

Bibi Aisha is still vulnerable as 
the sole breadwinner in a 
society badly affected by 
inequality, discrimination and 
exploitation. But she is 
determined that her children 
will prosper: 

http://www.justtextgiving.co.uk
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For theRecord...  

Baptism 

13 Oct Layla Ann Batholomew 

Weddings 

 none 

Funerals 

3 Oct John Burbage 88 

7 Oct Brian O’Leary 76 

10 Oct Roger Holmes 75 

15 Oct Kenneth Kimber 89 

16 Oct Diana Tucker 59 

23 Oct Vera Eggleton 88 

I want a bright future for my children,’ she says, I want 
them to be educated. 

Bangladesh 

Many women 
face 
discrimination 
in Bangladesh, 
especially 
those from 
ethnic 
minorities. This means they often cannot afford medical 
help in a crisis – like Amena. She planned to have her 
second baby at home but as she went into labour, she 
started bleeding profusely. Christian Aid’s local partner 
PEPSEP gave Amena a health voucher so that she could 
attend hospital immediately and give birth safely.  

India 

Ranjita was 
forced into 
manual 
scavenging 
work at just 
nine years old. 
She earned just 
a few rupees and a piece of stale bread in return for hours 
of degrading work cleaning human excrement by hand: 
‘They treated us worse than animals.’ she recalled. 

(Continued from page 7) 

Manual scavenging is 
reserved for the lowest 
caste in India who are 
known as Dalit. Despite 
being outlawed, there 
are still around 1.2 
million manual 
scavengers, of which 95% 
are women.  

Now a mother to her 
own children, Ranjita was 
determined to build a 
better life for them. 
Through a community 
self-help group run by 
our partner ARUN, she 
learnt about her rights 
and felt empowered to 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Dates for your diary 

November  

Fri 8 PopEco Market - 10 am   

Sat 9 Baptism Preparation Meeting - 
 10.30 am  

Sun 10 Remembrance Sunday - 9.30 morning 
 service followed by Act of 
 Remembrance at the Cenotaph  

Mon 11 Armistice Day - from 10.45am, The 
 War Memorial, Bath Road 

Sat 16 Parish Awayday  

Mon 18 PCC Meeting  

Sun 24 Retirement Party for the Revd Marion 
 Fontaine  

Thu 28 Thatcham Together Community 
 Forum  

Sat 30 Coffee Morning and Box Opening - 10 
 am 

December 

Sun 1 Advent Sunday  

Wed 4 Carol Service - West Berks 
 Community Hospital  

Thu 5 Carols - Thatcham Park School  

Fri 6 Dec Christmas Lights Switch On - from 
 5pm. Switch on at 7pm, The 
 Broadway 

Sat 7 ‘Festive Family Fun’ with Thatcham 
 Town Council 

 Concert: Barfield Handbells - 2.30 pm  

Sun 8 ‘Swings and Smiles’ Christmas Carols - 
 4.30 pm  

Wed 11 Concert: Vivace Voices - 2.30 pm  

Thu 12 Scouts Carol Service  

Fri 13 PopUp Eco Market - 10 am  

Sun 15 Mayor’s Civic Carol Service - 4pm  

Exciting 
opportunity to 
get to know an 
overseas visitor 

Host and 
teach 

English! 

(One or two 
week stays, 

payment made) 

If you can help,  
email 

gilltaylor957@gmail.com 
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Who ’s Who in the 
Thatcham Team 
Ministry  

Team Rector 

Mark Bennet 867342 

Team Vicar - St. Barnabas 

Nicola Hulks 864916  

Associate Clergy: 

Marion Fontaine 861742 
Brenda Harland 865064 
Leonard Onugha   07415042442  

Parish Administrator 

Ann Watts 862277 

The Parish office is open 
Monday and Friday mornings, 
9.30am to 1.00pm, answer 
phone at other times. 

Email: admin.stmarysthatcham 
@ntlbusiness.com 

Churchwardens 

Viv Druce 820718 
Chris Watts 864567 
Glenn Peters 869409 

Services at  
St. Barnabas Church  
(meeting in Thatcham Park  School)  

 

Services at  
St. Mary’s Church 

Future copies 

Connect is published ten 
times a year and is available 

from St. Mary’s and St. 
Barnabas Churches, 

Thatcham, or by post from 
the Parish Office, tel. 862277. 

Article Deadline 

Please give articles for the 
December/January edition 

to Steve Rice (860431) or any 
of the clergy or 

churchwardens or email 
julie@dunwell.org by 15th 

November. 

Sunday Services 

Morning Services 

 8.00 am Holy Communion 

 10.00 am Parish Communion 

Children’s groups on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays at 10 am, workshop on 3rd Sundays. 
The Parish Communion services on the 1st Sunday of the month 

is for people of all ages, especially the young, (includes Baptism Welcome). 

6.30 pm Evening Services 

 1st Sunday Sung Evensong 

 2nd Sunday No service 

 3rd Sunday Healing Service 

Weekday Services 

Wednesdays 

 9.45 am Holy Communion 
 10.30 am ‘ABC’ (Adults, Babies, Children) 

Every Weekday 

 9.00 am Morning Prayer (In the chapel)  

10.00 am Sunday Services 

 1st Sunday Worship Service 
 2nd Sunday Communion 
 3rd Sunday Worship Service 
 4th Sunday Communion 
 5th Sunday Worship Service 

More details from Revd. Brenda Harland 01635 865064 

www.stbarnabasthatcham.weebly.com 
Serving to Build Community 

www.stmarysthatcham.org.uk 
Inspired by the love of Christ to build God’s kingdom 

St Mary’s is fitted with an Induction Loop. 
If you wear a hearing aid, switch to the ‘T’ position to benefit from the system 
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Parish Awayday 

For everyone who is part of Thatcham 
Parish 

Come if you can. 

16 November 2019, St Mark’s Cold Ash 

9.15am for 9.30am start - 3.30pm finish 

Please bring lunch – it would be good to bring 
some things to share. Refreshments will be 
available. 

We will be led by the Director of Mission for 
Oxford Diocese, Andrew Anderson-Gear. 

It will be Nicola’s first parish event - so it will be 
a good way to get to meet her - and it will help 
us to think about how we work together with 
all the good things we do, and all the need and 
opportunity we see - how do we become, in 
Bishop Steven’s words, a more Christ-like 
church - how do we find our part in the coming 
of God’s Kingdom? 

apply for a government compensation grant. This 
then helped her start a tailoring business.  

Now Ranjita can provide for her family: ‘My 
children and I are happy now I am earning with 
dignity.’ 

Release mothers’ God-given gifts 

At Christmas, we remember one of the most 
powerful stories ever told: Mary’s journey to 
Bethlehem, to give birth to Jesus. Mary’s bravery, 
perseverance and devotion brought her family out 
of danger and enabled God’s hope, love and peace 
to enter the world. 

Mothers like Biba Aisha, Amena and Ranjita have 
had the opportunity to use their God-given gifts too 
thanks to generous people like you. But many more 
women need your help today. 

Women like Geeta, who also lives in India and is a 
single mother. Like Ranjita, she was forced into the 
same dirty work of manual scavenging. Unlike 
Ranjita, she is still doing it. 

Geeta is determined to break the cycle of poverty 
and provide her daughter with an education and a 
different future: ‘I don’t want my daughter to do 
this. I hope she will have a chance to go to school,’ 
she said. 

This Christmas, you could help create more life-
changing opportunities for mothers just like Geeta. 

www.christianaid.org.uk/
christmas-appeal/stories 

(Continued from page 8) 

Time Flies 
Celebrations at St Barnabas  

Back in June it was St Barnabas day and we as a 
church over at the school celebrated 13 years of 
being a church together. 

We love our Saint Barnabas, although he wasn’t 
the greatest of heroes in the Bible, he 
nevertheless played an important part in the 
development of the early church by ensuring 
Paul’s acceptance by the Jerusalem church.  

Barnabas was sensitive to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit. It says of him in Acts 11:24 that he was a 
good man full of the Holy Spirit and faith.  

He was a trusted person and was sent to 
investigate missionary opportunities and went 
with Saul, now called Paul as his principal 
companion on his first missionary journey. 

He was an encourager able to bring the best out 
of people and further them in their ministries. In 
addition, he was full of wisdom and didn’t push 
himself forward. He seemed to be one of the 
quieter leaders, a great example to those around 
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him. 

And of course, his name, which he was given later means son 
of encouragement, his real name was in fact Joseph. 

Check out his collect: 

Bountiful God, giver of all gifts,  
who poured your Spirit upon your servant Barnabas  
and gave him grace to encourage others:  
help us by his example,  
to be generous in our judgements  
and unselfish in our service;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God now and for ever.  
Amen 

In July we celebrated and welcomed our new team vicar and her family with a wonderful licensing service 
and food afterwards (we’re good at food!) as reported in an earlier edition of Connect. 

Recently we had a harvest celebration followed by a bring and share lunch. Some Brownies and their 
leaders joined us, and we took a good collection to help with the work of the Foodbank.  

Also, during that service people helped me celebrate 10 years as a member of the priesthood!  

I can’t believe that it has been so long. Towards the beginning of the process of exploring ordination I 
made a presentation to the PCC.  

Do you remember the puppet Orville? He was a bright green bird who was unable to fly. His catch phrase 
was: ‘I wish I could fly but I can’t, way up to the sky but I can’t’. Well never mind biblical characters 
because at the time I felt Orville was more like me than any of them and he was the focus of my 
presentation. I’m not sure what the PCC made of it, but they did encourage me to go forward for training. 

So, after 10 years of collecting airmiles as a priest I have realised that it is not us who do the flying. All we 
need to do is get on the plane, take our seats and buckle up. God will do the rest, through turbulence, 
smooth flying and even electrical storms. 

It has been an interesting journey and I’ve got many stories to 
tell of God’s faithfulness. But most of all I want to thank 
everyone who has come along on this journey with me.  

Just think of St Barnabas and all that he was and did in the 
name of Jesus.  

A bible verse that has particularly helped me on the journey:  

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 
Phil 4:13 

Further celebrations coming soon! 

Brenda 

 

(Continued from page 11) 

Harvest celebration at St Barnabas 

Celebration card given to me by 
friends at St Barnabas 


