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Mission  

It was in one of my previous parishes that a colleague said to me, “why do you keep on 
talking about mission and going out into the community? You are scaring the people who 
come here as a refuge from the community!”  

Well, St Mary’s is a very different church from that and the whole ethos of St Barnabas is to be part of the 
community. There are people who come to St Mary’s as a refuge or as a place for rest and renewal. In 
some ways we are set up for that – we have candles people can light and places where people can sit 
quietly in the midst of busy lives. It is part of being a pastoral – or we might say, using less technical 

On A Mission - Barrie Stark (https://www.artpal.com/barriestark?i=40482-105 ) 

https://www.artpal.com/barriestark?i=40482-105
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Stewardship at St Mary ’s – an update 

THANK YOU, thank you, thank you… For the first time in years we have managed to end 2019 in the 
‘black’; income above costs at St Mary’s of about £3,500. It feels as though we have turned a corner and it 
is down to all who have given to the work of our church and have helped keep costs under control. So, 
whether you give by direct debit through the Parish Giving Scheme, or by standing order or by cash or 
cheque in weekly envelopes ...thank you. 

The Parish Giving Scheme has 20 donors giving a total of over £1,800 and generating a ‘gift aid’ tax reclaim 
of £390 each month. 14 of these donors have agreed to ‘index link’ their giving. 

Each month about £2,200 is given through Standing Orders by 39 donors, generating a further £400 in gift 
aid. 

About £850 is given in envelopes each month by some 33 donors (including a few who also give by 
Standing Order). Gift aid is claimed on most of these donations. 

Donations totalling £558 have been made by contactless giving since installation of the Goodbox Core 
machine in June 2019.  The levy charged by Goodbox amounted to £13.50 (2.5%) and the PCC has 
purchased the machine for £167 (after discount). We also receive occasional donations through ‘text 
giving’, ‘easyfundraising’ (following online purchases) and donations can also be made through the new 
church website. 

Almost all of our costs have risen in 2019, (with the exception of the photocopier thanks to a new supplier) 
but these additional costs have been matched by the generosity of the members of the Stewardship 
Scheme and contributions from St Barnabas. Please keep your giving under review and increase it, at least 
in line with inflation, if you possibly can. 

The Stewardship Scheme is working well but it always needs new members. Membership is  barely keeping 
up with those who move away, reduce donations on retirement or die. All forms of support are welcome, 
prayer, volunteering for tasks as well as giving.  If you are not yet a member please speak to a 
Churchwarden or contact the Parish Office and join the Scheme. 

One area under scrutiny is the reduction in costs in dealing with donations, both in financial costs like Bank 
charges and the administrative effort required. We paid over £500 in Bank charges in 2019. Most of this 
comes from the charges for handling cash and cheques. Electronic payments, in or out carry no bank 
charge. It also costs about £100 each year for the ‘Giving’ envelopes. About two hours each week is spent 
in counting, banking and recording giving through envelopes.  

Could you give by debit card? If you decide to give monthly please sign up for Parish Giving – all of your 
donation comes to St Mary’s and greatly reduces our administrative workload.  

We will looking at making electronic payments and reducing bank charges for issuing cheques. Setting it up 
can be complicated for charities but with suitable safeguards it can save on the costs of handling cheques, 
on postage costs and on 
administration. 

Last but by no means least, many of 
you have supported our church 
over many years but have you 
made provision for St Mary’s in 
your will? Please consider making a 
bequest.  

Thank you again.. 

Chris Watts 
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language, a caring church. “Pastoral” is one of those 
words clergy get in the habit of using, and forget 
sometimes that it isn’t so common for people 
outside the church. 

Nonetheless, I had a conversation last week about 
mission – the unmentionable “m” word, as I’m 
learning to call it. There seems to be some 
confusion about what mission is – and the 
proliferation of mission language in the world – 
everyone has a “mission statement” or so it seems 
– very often focussed on a task or a goal. That can 
take away from the special meaning the church has 
always had for mission – the particular slant for 
Christians. 

Then the people who are reading through Bishop Steven’s “Deep Water Fishing” studies on the story of the 
early church in the Acts of the Apostles will discover some of our Bishop’s favourite words – discipleship 
and catechesis. And by this time I’m thinking we might have a language problem – using old fashioned 
technical words for simple and straightforward ideas. 

Bishop Roy Williamson of Southwark once said that our calling as Christians (the way we aim to live with 
God’s help) is “to tell our story as if the Jesus story is true” I thought at the time that this was good, but 
thinking about it, I thought what about “living our lives as if the Jesus story is true” – it isn’t just about the 
words we say, but our actions too, and the way we show the love that Jesus taught to the people we are 
connected with, and indeed to God. Well that can seem terrifying and daunting too, because Jesus for me 
sets an inspiringly high bar – but by gifts like forgiveness, and the Holy Spirit and prayer and our 
communion service, we are able to join in with the spreading of God’s love in the world. 

And all the big words we use are a part of that simple idea of living our lives as if the Jesus story is true. 
“Catechesis” is a word for how we learn about Jesus in the first place – it refers to the old method of 
Sunday School teaching by simple question and rote answer – not in fact a bad way of fixing core truths in 
the memory, but perhaps not as exciting as modern teaching methods. Bishop Steven cares about this 
because the pupils in our schools today are not learning the truths of the Christian faith or the stories 
about Jesus in the way I did when I was growing up. Lots of adults today don’t know much about Jesus or 
Christianity, and most of the teaching material we have for adults assumes that they know who Jesus is 
and what a Christian is and the main question is whether they want to follow Jesus and become a 
Christian. But it isn’t like that any more – so how do we explain to people who know very little what it is 
that our Christian faith is about, and what it is about Jesus which inspires (at least some of) us? 

Then “discipleship” is what we do when we know about Jesus and have decided to live his way – how do 
we do that? What does it mean for us? Life is complicated and challenging and very different in West 
Berkshire from the lakeside and the city of the first century where Jesus lived. His teaching has universal 
appeal – but how do we make sense of it when we have cars and computers and smartphones and tablets? 

Mission is twofold – there is an aspect about our sense of purpose together, but in a sense that is already 
given to us in saying that we begin with Jesus. But the second part is how and what we tell people about 
who we are and what we are trying to do. It isn’t so much about telling ourselves who we are, but about 
telling other people. And I’ve been reflecting that, just as mission seems to be a bit confusing for us 
because of these two aspects, so we have to be careful what we say and how we say it – the words we use 
– if we are trying to tell other people who we are and what we are about. 

Well this is the season for writing our annual reports – wouldn’t it be good if we could get a little better 

(Continued from page 1) 
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each year at telling our story for people who don’t 
know it, but who might be interested if they did? 
Let’s see if we can lift our sights a little to meet 
the challenges of the world as it is – and we might 
suddenly realise that in that way we are engaged 
in “mission”. 

I’m also still looking for contributions to a 
statement we could make about St Mary’s which 
would tell people about the heart of who we are 
and help them to understand what is important to 
us. 

One thing, of course, that we’ve long lived is a 
concern to welcome everyone who comes – there 
are all kinds of words used to divide humans into 
groups these days, but these have not been much 
used in my time at St Mary’s – first and foremost I 
hope I try to think of every person who crosses 
my path as a beloved child of God. Some know 
that love more than others, but making that love 
known is a core part of our pastoral care – or 
simply our caring. 

We do more than this, of course, and there are 
many more words we use which are confusing or 
unhelpful. The point is simply this – that we are 
about living our lives and telling our story as if the 
Jesus story is true (thank you Bishop Roy) – but 
sometimes these things are easier said than done. 

Mark 

(Continued from page 3) 
A way to pray 

Pray for what your heart desires 

and listen in the depths of your heart 

to what God desires for you. 

 

Pray because you care 

and know that God cares for you. 

 

Pray the prayer you really want to pray 

not pretending or holding back 

and open your life to God. 

 

Perhaps you will pray for an end to pain 

or anxiety or illness … 

Just remember this 

In God there is no fear of pain and death 

But as Jesus took the way of the cross 

God shows us that pain and death and fear 

are not the end of the story. 

 

God is not a child who can be told what to 
do 

but a parent and teacher who will help you 
to learn what is best … 

 

Prayer is God’s school 
 

Mark Bennet 
First written for a school event 
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Urgently needed items:  
SUGAR 500G OR 1KG 

Low on stock:  
BEEF STOCK CUBES, CHILLI CON 

CARNE (PACKET) 

We've got plenty of:  
BREAKFAST CEREALS, TEA 

**PLEASE, NO PASTA OR BEANS 
OR SOUP** 

We always welcome donations 
and promise to use them to 
provide help to people in crisis. 
Thank you 
www.westberks.foodbank.org.uk 

Donate to  
St. Marys 
by Text 

Text SMTH44 
£5 to 70070 

Other amounts work as well: 
£1, £2, £3, £4, £5 or £10. 

All the money you donate goes 
to us, and your network 
provider won’t charge you for 
the Text you send to make the 
donation.  

The service is provided by 
JustTextGiving. If you have any 
questions about 
JustTextGiving, visit 
www.justtextgiving.co.uk 

Dates for your diary  

Wed 26 Feb Ash   
 Wednesday  
 Communion  
 8pm 

Sat 21 Mar Beenham  
 Wind   
 Orchestra  
 7.30pm 

Sun 29 Mar Annual Church 
 Meetings from 
 5pm 

Sun 5 Apr Palm Sunday 

Sun 12 Apr Easter 

Thatcham Town Council 
Civic Awards 2020  

Thatcham Town Council - Press Release 

Do you know someone who does something amazing for Thatcham ’s 
community? 

Nominations are invited from members of the public for the Thatcham Town Council Civic 
Awards 2020. The Awards are given to individuals or groups in recognition of the work they 
do for the benefit of the community of Thatcham. 

Each year a maximum of three Gold Awards are presented. This year the presentations will take place by 
Town Mayor of Thatcham Mike Cole at his Civic reception in May. 

Previous winners have included a wide range of individuals, community groups and charitable 
organisations. In 2017 a group presentation was made to Iain Dunn, Leo Pieri and Brian Woodham who 
have been active members of Thatcham Flood Forum since its inception in 2008 and worked tirelessly for 
the benefit of the residents of Thatcham, through raising awareness, providing information to residents, 
seeking funding for implementation of the Surface Water Management Plan for Thatcham. 

In 2018, upon his retirement as Headteacher of Kennet School, Mr Paul Dick was awarded for his service to 
the School and the wider community in a range of voluntary roles for over 29 years. 

In 2019, The Rosemary Appeal were acknowledged for its significant contribution to Thatcham’s 
community by securing funding and public support for new units at the West Berkshire Community 
Hospital. The team behind The Rosemary Appeal had raised over £5 million to build and fit out renal 
dialysis and cancer care units saving patients and their families from having to travel many miles to access 
these services in neighbouring towns and counties. 

Thatcham’s Mayor urges you to “get nominating as there are some amazing people working behind the 
scenes in Thatcham’s community and this is the perfect opportunity to give them the recognition that they 
deserve.” 

http://www.justtextgiving.co.uk
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For theRecord...  

Baptism 

19 Jan Jessica Grace Francis 

Weddings 

 none 

Funerals 

3 Dec Sydney John Phillips  91 

4 Dec  Valerie Edens  82 

18 Dec Marjorie Hudson 

23 Dec Paul Comley   63 

3 Jan  Godfrey Matthews  91 

6 Jan  Josephine Pinnock  75 

16 Jan Margaret (Val) Davies 86 

20 Jan Patricia Carpenter  87 

23 Jan Dennis Smith  83 

31 Jan John Chapman  85 

24hr Domestic Locksmith (no callout fee) 

Carpentry    PVC Windows Doors & Soffits  

Painting and Decorating  

Fencing Repair and Install 

Flat Pack Assembly 

Bathroom & Kitchen Installation 

Tiling    Gutter Clearing    General DIY 

Picture & Curtain Hanging    Shelving 

Mob: 07957 728128 
Tel: 01635 40125 
Email: lockintech@outlook.com 

 

Sarah & Mike's December/January Update  

Dear friends, 

Christmas seems a long time ago as we get stuck into 2020 and look ahead at the year to 
come, but looking back, the run up to Christmas was a bit of a rollercoaster. We had fun 
celebrating Christmas and sharing with many friends, both at events and in people's homes, 
but also continued to walk difficult journeys with people. It's a privilege to be able to walk 
with friends from all over the world through the highs and lows but we definitely can't do it 
in our own strength. Thank God we don't have to! 

Over the Christmas period a number of friends came to church services and carol concerts with us - from 

All nominations will be carefully 
considered. Nomination forms 
are available on the Town 
Council’s website 
www.thatchamtowncouncil.gov
.uk or by telephoning the Town 
Council offices on 01635 
863592. Nominations must be 
submitted for consideration to 
the Town Council Offices by end 
of play Friday 3rd April 2020. 

Date: 20th January 2020 - For 

further information please 

contact Georgina Curtis-Read 

civic.officer@thatchamtowncou

ncil.gov.uk, Council Offices, 

Brownsfield Road, Thatcham, 

RG18 3HF, Tel: (01635) 863592 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Exciting opportunity to get 
to know an overseas visitor 

Host and teach 
English! 

(One or two week stays, 
payment made) 

If you can help,  
email 

gilltaylor957@gmail.com 

Share and Prayer (S.A.P.) 

An informal group meets every 
2nd Tuesday of the month 
(10.30 am to 12.30 pm) to 

discuss various topics and views, 
with home made refreshments 
and concluding with prayers. 

For details contact Linda 
Beaumont on 864223 

Next meeting: Tuesday 
February 11th  

Brazil, Sudan, Palestine, Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Iraq! At the end of one of the services one of our friends 
said they could feel Jesus close to them. Another remarked about the peace they felt. 

I was also encouraged when a friend who left Swansea a few months ago got in touch to tell me she'd 
found a church to go to where she's now living and is really enjoying going along. This friend had been to 
church with us a couple of times when she was with us earlier in 2019.  

The weekly Ladies' English Conversation and faith discussion groups continue to go well, as well as our 
weekly Signpost Connect group. We had a Mongolian evening recently and also celebrated Burns night and 
Chinese New Year.   

Mike has also been busy wearing his other hats. Over the past couple of months, he's spoken at a number 
of different gatherings, from small church lunches to a big carol concert in a theatre. He's also helped 
churches to run Christmas outreach events and has been promoting a new Scripture Union resource called 
'ROOTED' -  a relational model for long-term youth work. 

Sarah 

Prayer & Praise Points 

• Please pray for our friend to continue to grow in faith as he meets with Arabic speaking Christians for 
church, Bible study and fellowship, and for his ongoing asylum case. 

• Please pray for breakthrough in an extremely difficult situation regarding a family in hiding and for 
wisdom and discernment for us as we walk with our friend and many others in extremely difficult 
circumstances. 

• Praise God for those who came to church in the run up to Christmas. Please continue to pray for them. 

• Praise God for those coming to the faith discussion group and 
others who are seeking. Please pray that they will come to know 
Him and go on to make disciples themselves.  

• Praise God for opportunities to partner with churches, learning 
from one another and working together so that more international 
people in Swansea can be reached. 

To find out more about World Horizons please go 
to www.worldhorizons.co.uk 

To support us financially please go to www.give.net/20127037  

http://www.worldhorizons.co.uk
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Shoe and Bag Repairs 
Engraving (trophies/pet tags etc.) 
Key Cutting * Watch Straps 
Batteries * Zippo Lighters * Leather 
Goods 
and accessories * Locks * Signs and lots 

We’re the ‘last’ 
word 
In shoe repairs at… 

SHOE 
CARE 

of THATCHAM 

Unit 5, The Old Mews 
32 High Street, 

Thatcham, Berkshire 

07796 148047 

VISIT US FOR A TRADITIONAL SERVICE 

Open 9.30 a.m. — 4.30 p.m. Mon.-Sat. 

This months prayer… 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Loving and most gracious Heavenly Father, as we 
begin a new year, we give you thanks and praise for 
all that we have received from you in 2019. 

We praise you for so many blessings, those we 
were aware of and those we weren’t. 
For so much grace, poured out in bucket loads and 
for your infinite love, care and compassion. 
As we begin a new year, help us to firmly place our 
trust in you.  

We shall most likely experience joy and sorrow and 
troubles of many kinds.  
In all we go through this year, remind us that you 
are the same yesterday, the same today and the 
same tomorrow. Help us to hold fast to you in all 
circumstances and to know that you see the bigger 
picture, more than any of us are permitted to do. 
Give us wisdom, patience, courage and energy to 
face whatever crops up this year.  

For some, this year may not have started well; a 
worrying health issue or diagnosis, a family 
breakdown, news of unemployment, the death of a 
loved one. 
We pray for anyone in these or any other boats and 
ask that your healing begins and that by your Spirit, 

you would come alongside and help them face each 
day. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for the work of the church. In this year, 
may we see revival and a re-awakening of 
Christianity in this country. Bless and empower 
your people to share your message of love and 
hope to those all around. We pray for all clergy as 
they undertake their ministry, help them to discern 
your will and your way. We pray for all in training 
and ask that they be guided and become confident 
in all they do. 
We lift up to you the Thatcham Team Ministry as 
they work in the community, through schools, 
residential homes, the West Berks Community 
Hospital, the Thatcham Forum, the Council and the 
Police. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 

We pray for the world, and all those places where 
things have gone wrong. 
The fires in Australia, the tensions between the US 
and Iran, the floods in the Philippines, and all those 
places recovering from past catastrophes like the 
floods in Yorkshire and Venice, and the fires in 
California. 
We lift up to you all who cannot get medicine or 
treatment because of cost or distance, or because 
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C A M E O 
(come and meet each other) 

CAMEO is for anyone, 
lonely, bereaved, lives on 

their own, or would like to 
chat... 

...every Monday 2pm to 
4pm in  

St Mary’s 
Church 

Meeting 
Room for a 
chat over a 

cup of tea and 
cake. 

they are too weak and exhausted. And we continue 
to pray for the homeless or those in sub-standard 
accommodation, or those at the mercy of 
unscrupulous landlords. 

We lift up to you all who suffer in body, mind or 
spirit, with no one to talk to. All at their wits end. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 

We pray for all recently bereaved.  
May they know the comfort of your presence and 
receive healing, wholeness and peace. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 

As we say farewell to Christmas for another year, 
we look to the future with hope.  

And as we enter 2020, we ask that our love for you 
may go stronger, and our faith increase. Help us to 
be the person you made us to be and pour out your 
spirit on each of us so that we might serve you with 
humility and grace. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 

Amen. 

https://3060100.org/purpose/ 

https://3060100.org/purpose/
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Who ’s Who in the 
Thatcham Team 
Ministry  

Team Rector 

Mark Bennet 867342 

Team Vicar - St. Barnabas 

Nicola Hulks 864916  

Associate Clergy: 

Marion Fontaine 861742 
Brenda Harland 865064 
Leonard Onugha   07415042442  

Parish Administrator 

Ann Watts 862277 

The Parish office is open 
Monday and Friday mornings, 
9.30am to 1.00pm, answer 
phone at other times. 

Email: admin.stmarysthatcham 
@ntlbusiness.com 

Churchwardens 

Viv Druce 820718 
Chris Watts 864567 
Glenn Peters 869409 

Services at  
St. Barnabas Church  
(meeting in Thatcham Park  School)  

 

Services at  
St. Mary’s Church 

Future copies 

Connect is published ten 
times a year and is available 

from St. Mary’s and St. 
Barnabas Churches, 

Thatcham, or by post from 
the Parish Office, tel. 

862277. 

Article Deadline 

Please give articles for the 
March edition to Steve Rice 

(860431) or any of the 
clergy or churchwardens or 
email julie@dunwell.org by 

15th February. 

Sunday Services 

Morning Services 

 8.00 am Holy Communion 

 10.00 am Parish Communion 

Children’s groups on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays at 10 am, workshop on 3rd Sundays. 
The Parish Communion services on the 1st Sunday of the month 

is for people of all ages, especially the young, (includes Baptism Welcome). 

6.30 pm Evening Services 

 1st Sunday Sung Evensong 

 2nd Sunday No service 

 3rd Sunday Healing Service 

Weekday Services 

Wednesdays 

 9.45 am Holy Communion 
 10.30 am ‘ABC’ (Adults, Babies, Children) 

Every Weekday 

 9.00 am Morning Prayer (In the chapel)  

10.00 am Sunday Services 

 1st Sunday Worship Service 
 2nd Sunday Communion 
 3rd Sunday Worship Service 
 4th Sunday Communion 
 5th Sunday Worship Service 

More details from Revd. Brenda Harland 01635 865064 

www.stbarnabasthatcham.weebly.com 
Serving to Build Community 

www.stmarysthatcham.org.uk 
Inspired by the love of Christ to build God’s kingdom 

St Mary’s is fitted with an Induction Loop. 
If you wear a hearing aid, switch to the ‘T’ position to benefit from the system 
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Faith’s fight for a green future  

This Lent, let’s pause and reflect on how climate change is affecting our sisters and brothers around the 
world. 

Right now, people like Faith are experiencing the worst drought in decades. In her parched fields in Kenya 
next to nothing grew. 

Kenya faces severe droughts, which are getting more frequent and more intense due to climate change. 
Without a reliable source of water, many communities are struggling to survive. 

‘We were facing a lot of trouble fetching water,’ Faith said. ‘We did not even try to do farming or plant 
vegetables because there was no water. We used to dig deep in the stream to get water. It took a lot of 
time because there were many other people trying to get water too.’  

‘The weather has changed because when I was young, there was a lot of rain and food was plenty. Today 
the rains are very poor. There was also a lot of livestock and today there is very few.’  

Faith didn’t have enough to eat or sell. Then Christian Aid’s partner Anglican Development Services – 
Eastern (ADSE) helped her community build a sand dam.  

The dam gives Faith’s community resilience in times of drought – they can collect every last drop of water. 
‘The sand dam has helped us because we are getting water, as are many families in the village. Everyone is 
growing vegetables.’  

Drought is still a threat; but now Faith has the tools she needs to adapt. With the dam, her fields stay green 
and her family has a hopeful future. 

During Lent and Easter Christian Aid is encouraging people to do three things.  

• Firstly, to give donations that could help provide practical solutions for communities adapting to the 
worst of the climate crisis – could you hold a Lent lunch or church collection? Raising £100 could teach 
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22 farmers how to plant drought-resistant crops and provide them with appropriate seeds. 

• Secondly, to act by signing up to the New Deal for Climate Justice and helping to raise awareness. 
(www.christianaid.org.uk/campaigns/climate-change/climate-justice-petition) 

• Thirdly, to pray for those fighting against the worst effects of climate change and take meaningful 
actions in solidarity with them – order Count Your Blessings for you and your church to put your faith 
into action through daily reflections and challenges at caid.org.uk/lent or follow online 
www.christianaid.org.uk/lent-easter-appeal/count-your-blessings-online 

Thank you for fighting for a green future for people like Faith this Lent. 

(Continued from page 11) 


