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Harvest, but not 
as we know it… 

These days, of course, the 
bringing in of the harvest is a 
rather less social affair than in 
times, still in living memory, 
when the reaping of crops would 
be done by hand (though some 
harvesting eg fruit picking still 
depends on manual labour). 
Thank God for machinery in 
these times when we have to 
keep a social distance, but 
perhaps the shockingly high 
suicide rate amongst farmers 
highlights the human cost of 
isolated working. If we had 
attended to the changing 
patterns of farming, perhaps we 
would have been more ready to 
meet the mental health 
challenges of lock-down. This 
highlights for me the need to give 
thanks not just for the food we 

(Continued on page 2) 

...and a wedding 
during a 
pandemic  
can still be a 
beautiful thing!  

More pictures inside. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Shoe and Bag Repairs 
Engraving (trophies/pet tags etc.) 
Key Cutting * Watch Straps 
Batteries * Zippo Lighters * Leather 
Goods 
and accessories * Locks * Signs and lots 

We’re the ‘last’ 
word 
In shoe repairs at… 

SHOE 
CARE 

of THATCHAM 

Unit 5, The Old Mews 
32 High Street, 

Thatcham, Berkshire 

07796 148047 

VISIT US FOR A TRADITIONAL SERVICE 

Open 9.30 a.m. — 4.30 p.m. Mon.-Sat. 

eat, or the harvest brought safely in, but for the farmers who work year round to make an abundant 
harvest possible – to notice them and their importance to our lives at least once in the year. So perhaps we 
need to give thanks more than ever this year, even if our own lives feel less abundant. 

The Thatcham Festival will also be different this year, though there will still be activities to enjoy, most of 
these will be online. Our community more widely than the Church is trying to work out how we can 
celebrate or enjoy ourselves together. I have been involved in discussions about Remembrance Sunday this 
year (let’s find ways to “remember at home” because we won’t be having the big parade to the memorial – 
more on this next month) – everything feels like a challenge. 

With this in mind I was drawn to St Paul (2 Corinthians 4:7ff) “But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that 
it is clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in 
every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 
down, but not destroyed …” Then after reminding us about Jesus and what he has done for us, Paul 
continues: “So we do not lose heart.” 

The extraordinary power of God, which brought the world into being, which created the abundant earth 
whose harvest we celebrate, which blows our minds with the power of love shown in the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus – that 
power is not found inside a 
particular building, or in 
particular ways of meeting. This 
power which belongs to God, not 
us, is still at work in our world, 
but our habits of noticing seem 
sometimes to direct our attention 
in the wrong direction. In this 
time of Covid we seem to be 
challenged to notice God at work, 
to look in the right direction: just 
as if we had noticed the human 
impact of the change in farming 

http://www.thatchamtowncouncil.gov.uk/events/thatcham-festival
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https://www.christianaid.org.uk/
appeals/emergencies/
coronavirus-emergency-appeal  

practices, we might have 
been better prepared as a 
society – instead we seem 
mainly to have noticed the 
price of goods on the 
shelves. 

If we see the power of God 
aright, as Paul passionately 
encourages the Church in 
Corinth, then like Paul, we 
will not lose heart. The 
challenges of our present 
time will not overwhelm us. 
And let us also remember 
that those insights of where 
God is at work may not 
come from obvious 
directions or obvious 
people. 

I know I have skated over 
the surface of some difficult 
issues and major challenges 
– it may not be completely 
obvious, therefore, that my 
main message for October 
is “give thanks with a 
grateful heart”. 

Mark 

This months prayer… 

Most Loving Heavenly Father, 

Hear the prayer we offer in the Name of Jesus. 

We pray for the work of your church, here in the UK and Overseas. 

We lift up to you specifically all that goes on in this parish: we pray especially 
during the current pandemic for wisdom and insight as to how best to ‘do 
church’. We pray for our clergy team as they work with schools, and thank 
you for the excellent bond between Thatcham Park School and St. Barnabas. 

We pray for all schools in the area and for each teacher and assistant who 
deliver the lessons.  

We give thanks that some of the churches have resumed Sunday services and 
as they continue in these exceptional times, we ask that you bless and inspire 
all who make these happen. 

Gracious Lord, Hear us and help us. 

We pray for your beautiful but fragmented world. As the media brings us 
stories of fires raging in Oregon, war-torn Yemen, and so many more 
disturbing and sad stories of suffering, some might ask where You are in all of 
this. We pray for them and for all who have fears, doubts and concerns. May 
each one know your healing and presence and reassure all that you have 
everything in hand. 

Gracious Lord, Hear us and help us. 

We pray for anyone we know who is unwell at this time; all who have 
succumbed to the Covid-19 virus, all who suffer from Dementia, all in 
hospital, nursing home or hospice. 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/coronavirus-emergency-appeal
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/coronavirus-emergency-appeal
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/coronavirus-emergency-appeal
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Urgently needed items:  
TINNED FISH, CUSTARD, RICE PUDDING, SPONGE 

PUDDINGS, SUGAR, TINNED FRUIT 

Low on stock:  
BAKED BEANS, SHAMPOO, CLEANING PRODUCTS, 
INSTANT MASH, TINNED POTATOES, CHILLI MIX, 

SOUP, TINNED VEGETABLES 

We've got plenty of:  
DRIED PASTA & RICE 

We always welcome 
donations and promise to 
use them to provide help 
to people in crisis. Thank you 
www.westberks.foodbank.org.uk 

https://www.etsy.com/listing/665796487/black-madonna-prayer-painting-paper 

We pray for all who lose sleepless nights worrying 
about loved ones, job security, finances, or where 
their next meal or bed will come from.  

We pray for all having marital difficulties and for any 
children involved. 

In the silence of our hearts, we name them... 

Gracious Lord, Hear us and help us. 

We give thanks for your great mercies, which are 
new each day. Thank you for our faith, family and 
friends. Thank you for your Word. Help us to read 
and inwardly digest its truths and to apply your 
timeless principles to our lives.  

In these changing times, we acknowledge with 
praise and thanksgiving that you do not change. You 
are the God of yesterday, today and tomorrow. 

Whatever our needs or circumstances, help us to 
know and to trust in our abiding presence and 
unfailing love.  

At times, we may feel that you are not there, so 
remind us; who moved? And then draw us closer to 
You by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

Gracious Lord, Hear us and help us. 

In your strength, may we continue to serve you and 
give us opportunity to share the Love of God with 
those who we meet. May we not be discouraged by 
apathy or rejection but remain steadfast in your love 

Amen 

http://www.westberks.foodbank.org.uk
https://www.etsy.com/listing/665796487/black-madonna-prayer-painting-paper
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In times of 
crisis,  
love unites 
us all 

Christ calls us to reach out to our 
neighbours with love. By being good 
neighbours, we can change the world. 

When crisis arrived on our doorsteps this 
year, neighbourly love helped us through. 
We’ve all witnessed communities coming 
together to face the challenges of the Covid
-19 pandemic. Across the world, this same 
neighbourly love is helping some of the 
most vulnerable communities overcome 
crisis. 

‘You shall love your neighbour 
as yourself.’  
Mark 12:31 

In Nicaragua, the farming community of Santa Rosa 
has grown coffee for generations. But now that 
could come to an end. The crop is struggling to 
grow as the climate crisis rages on. Nicaragua is the 
second poorest country in Latin America and one of 
the countries most affected by climate change. 
Around 80% of the population depend on 
agriculture for survival. Many grow coffee as their 
main source of income. Now, their future looks 
more and more uncertain.  

But there is hope. Farming communities are coming 
together to share tools and knowledge. United, 
they can make the urgent changes needed to help 
their family farms last for generations. 

Angela Zelaya is a farmer in Santa Rosa. She is 
married and has two daughters, Johaira and Ariana. 
Angela’s coffee farm used to provide a good living 
for her family. But now she’s facing a crisis. The 
changing climate in Nicaragua means her coffee 
harvests are shrinking every year. Coffee farmers 
used to lose only 5% of their crop. Now it is 30%. 

Angela explains: ‘With climate change, the coffee 
suffers from many diseases and pests. The sun has 
scorched the coffee beans, we cannot sell them and 
we’re losing more every year because of climate 
change. When I was a kid, the weather was totally 
different. It’s been changing a lot and we don’t 
know when it’s the rainy season or the dry season.’ 

At the same time, coffee prices have fallen globally. 
Angela is worried. ‘It will be a total disaster and 
failure for us because as farmers, growing crops is 
how we survive. Where will we get our incomes?’ 

Facing this crisis has brought the community 
together to work as a local cooperative to share 
resources and knowledge and urgently protect their 
livelihoods. 

‘I feel proud to be part of a cooperative and we 
have the opportunity to share ideas and learn from 
each other,’ Angela said. 

The cooperative is supported by Christian Aid’s local 
partner, Soppexcca. They help coffee farming 
communities with different initiatives and projects, 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Who ’s Who in the 
Thatcham Team 
Ministry  

Team Rector 

Mark Bennet 867342 

Team Vicar - St. Barnabas 

Nicola Hulks 864916  

Associate Clergy: 

Marion Fontaine 861742 
Brenda Harland 865064 
Leonard Onugha 07415042442  

Parish Administrator 

Ann Watts 862277 

The Parish office is open 
Monday and Friday mornings, 
9.30am to 1.00pm, answer 
phone at other times. 

Email: admin.stmarysthatcham 
@ntlbusiness.com 

Churchwardens 

Viv Druce 820718 
Chris Watts 864567 
Glenn Peters 869409 

Services at  
St. Barnabas Church  
(meeting in Thatcham Park  School)  

 

Services at  
St. Mary’s Church 

Future copies 

Connect is published ten 
times a year and is available 

from St. Mary’s and St. 
Barnabas Churches, 

Thatcham, or by post from 
the Parish Office, tel. 

862277. 

Article Deadline 

Please give articles for the 
November edition to Steve 
Rice (860431) or any of the 
clergy or churchwardens or 
email julie@dunwell.org by 

15th October. 

Sunday Services 

Morning Services 

 8.00 am Holy Communion 

 10.00 am Parish Communion 
Children’s groups on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays at 10 am, workshop on 3rd Sundays. 

The Parish Communion services on the 1st Sunday of the month 
is for people of all ages, especially the young, (includes Baptism Welcome). 

6.30 pm Evening Services 

 1st Sunday Sung Evensong 

 2nd Sunday No service 

 3rd Sunday Healing Service 

Weekday Services 

Wednesdays 

 9.45 am Holy Communion 
 10.30 am ‘ABC’ (Adults, Babies, Children) 

Every Weekday 

 9.00 am Morning Prayer (In the chapel)  

10.00 am Sunday Services 

 1st Sunday Worship Service 
 2nd Sunday Communion 
 3rd Sunday Worship Service 
 4th Sunday Communion 
 5th Sunday Worship Service 

More details from Revd. Brenda Harland 01635 865064 

www.stbarnabasthatcham.weebly.com 
Serving to Build Community 

www.stmarysthatcham.org.uk 
Inspired by the love of Christ to build God’s kingdom 

St Mary’s is fitted with an Induction Loop. 
If you wear a hearing aid, switch to the ‘T’ position to benefit from the system 

(On hold until further 
notice due to Covid 19 

restrictions) 

(On hold until further 
notice due to Covid 19 

restrictions) 

http://www.stbarnabasthatcham.weebly.com
http://www.stmarysthatcham.org.uk
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For theRecord...  

Baptism 

 None 

Weddings 

11 Sep Matthew Savory & Sally Cunliffe 

Funerals 

14 Sep Graham Tillen 88 

24 Sep Peter Ladds 61 

30 Sep Christopher Peter Ellison 79 

Dates for your diary 

Sundays Inside service - 9.30 am and 
 11.00 am, St. Mary’s, (bring a 
 mask) 

Sun 4 Oct Harvest Festival - Collection for 
 Food Bank (Outside service 
 TBC) 

Thu 8 Oct Annual Church Parochial 
 Meeting (APCM) - 7.30pm 
 (zoom) 

10—18 Oct Thatcham Festival 

 

For The Church of England services https://
www.churchofengland.org/more/media-
centre/church-online  

For the Diocesan live stream https://
www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-
19/livestream/  

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/stmarysthatcham.org.uk  

Or 

https://www.facebook.com/
stmarysandstbarnabasthatcham 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stmarysthatcham.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stmarysthatcham.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysandstbarnabasthatcham
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysandstbarnabasthatcham
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from school vegetable gardens to gender 
workshops. One of the main ways they are helping 
farmers protect their livelihoods is by shifting from 
coffee production to climate-resistant cocoa, 
helping people like Angela to secure a better future. 

Angela said: ‘With the cocoa project, we received 
loans and cocoa plants. I received 700 cocoa plants. 
The technicians came and visited us and told us 
what to do. We also received tree saplings to help 
shade our crops.’ 

Cocoa is giving Angela, Ariana and Johaira hope for 
the future. Johaira, Angela’s teenage daughter, 
added: ‘All of us in the family were involved with 
the project. We all know it's very important for the 
family income. I am proud of my mum growing 
cocoa. She is an inspiration.’ 

Angela’s cocoa plants will be ready to harvest next 
year. She said: ‘In my cooperative, there are 10 
farmers growing cocoa, but I’m proud that I’m the 
only woman. 

‘The income from the cocoa crop is very important. 
It means we can buy clothes, medicines and food. I 
think cocoa will be the only option in the future 
because of how climate change is affecting the 
coffee.’  

While trained technicians show farmers how to 
improve their farms, youth promoters from the 
local community help to make it 
a success. They visit the farmers 
to record their progress and 
share knowhow. It’s helped 
build trust between the 
generations. 

Johaira is one of the youth 
promoters in Santa Rosa. She 
said: ‘Sometimes I feel nervous 
about telling farmers what they 
need to do, but as a promoter I 
feel good and am always 
learning more. 

‘The environment is very 
important to me because it’s my 
lifeline. I’ve learnt about the 
environment in the workshops 
provided by Christian Aid and 
Soppexcca and from my mum.’ 

All these different initiatives are bringing Angela’s 
community together, ensuring women and young 
people play an active role too. 

When ordinary neighbourhoods come together, 
they can create lasting change. Just like during 
coronavirus and just like in Santa Rosa. Around the 
world, many of our global neighbours living in 
poverty continue to face crisis in its various forms. 
Love knows no distance. 

This autumn, Christian Aid is asking supporters to 
reach out to our global neighbours and help more 
communities overcome crisis. The charity wants 
people to: 

• Give to help communities around the world 

come together to overcome the crisis of poverty. 

• Act by calling for the cancellation of debt 

repayments for low-income countries during the 
coronavirus crisis. 

• Pray for our global neighbours facing crisis in all 

its forms. 

Find ut how you can help www.christianaid.org.uk/
appeals/key-appeals/global-neighbours-autumn-
appeal 

‘Encourage one another and 
build up each other.’  
1 Thessalonians 5:11 

(Continued from page 5) 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/global-neighbours-autumn-appeal
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/global-neighbours-autumn-appeal
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/global-neighbours-autumn-appeal
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Donate to  
St. Marys 
by Text 

Text SMTH44 
£5 to 70070 

Other amounts work as well: 
£1, £2, £3, £4, £5 or £10. 

All the money you donate goes 
to us, and your network 
provider won’t charge you for 
the Text you send to make the 
donation.  

The service is provided by 
JustTextGiving. If you have any 
questions about 
JustTextGiving, visit 
www.justtextgiving.co.uk 

GH Painting & Decorating 

Reference Available 

Gerald Haycock 

Painter Decorator 

g_haycock@hotmail.com 

Mobile 07974246341 

St B's Kids 

It's back to school time! In this first 
assembly of the new school year 
we talk about the Parable of the 
Bags of Gold, also known as the 
Parable of the Talents!  

https://www.youtube.com/
channel/
UC2ZdzugoEos9UpalP7X2DAA?
view_as=subscriber  

Sarah & Mike's August/
September Update 

Dear friends, 

The past couple of months have been a bit of a 
rollercoaster - emotions up and down, 
encouragements and disappointments. I'm sure this 
will sound familiar to many of you, especially in 
these strange and uncertain times. 

However, one thing remains, as the song says...  

Your love never gives up on me 
And it's higher than the mountains that I 
face 
And it's stronger than the power of the 
grave 
And it's constant in the trial and the 
change 
This one thing, remains 

It is comforting to know that Jesus hasn't changed - 
He still loves us and He's still at work :) 

We have mostly continued 'meeting' our 
international friends online, with a few face-to-face 
meetings outside. Heading into the winter months 
with the coronavirus on the rise, it looks like online 
meetings will be here to stay for a while. 

Although we miss seeing people face-to-face, we 
have been encouraged by the number of people 

we've been able to stay connected with online. One 
of our friends, who was with us in Swansea last 
year, is now back in her home country but has 
asked to continue studying the Bible :) We have 
also been able to help people with some practical 
things, like paying bills, making doctor's 
appointments and connecting with other 
organisations and charities. 

As a team, we’re starting to partner with local 
churches in making disciples through international 
outreach events and one-to-one discipleship. 
Rather than us running a limited number of events, 
we’re encouraging local churches to run outreach 
events and groups themselves, with some initial 
help from us. 

Thank you so much for your continued partnership. 
We really appreciate it and we're praying for you 
too! 

Prayer & Praise Points 

• Praise God that our friend has asked to continue 
studying the Bible, even though she is no longer 
living in the UK. Please pray for wisdom for us to 
know the best way to do this as she now lives in 
a secure country. 

• Praise God that some of our friends are engaging 
in a Faith Discussion Group. 

• Please continue to pray for those who are 

http://www.justtextgiving.co.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2ZdzugoEos9UpalP7X2DAA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2ZdzugoEos9UpalP7X2DAA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2ZdzugoEos9UpalP7X2DAA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2ZdzugoEos9UpalP7X2DAA?view_as=subscriber


Page 10 

24hr Domestic Locksmith (no callout fee) 

Carpentry PVC Windows Doors & Soffits  

Painting and Decorating  

Fencing Repair and Install 

Flat Pack Assembly 

Bathroom & Kitchen Installation 

Tiling Gutter Clearing General DIY 

Mob: 07957 728128 
Tel: 01635 40125 
Email: lockintech@outlook.com 

 

For the full resource and video visit the Diocese website 
www.oxford.anglican.org/six 

separated from 
family. Many of our 
friends have children, 
parents and other 
family members 
living in war torn 
countries where the 
coronavirus is out of 
control. 

• Please continue to 
pray for 
breakthrough for a 
family in hiding and 
others in extremely 
difficult 
circumstances.  

• Please pray for a new 
partnership with a 
local church who 
hope to run a weekly 
international 
outreach group and 
faith discussion. 

• Please continue to 
pray for us as we 
seek God for His 
timing and provision 
in moving to 
Swansea. 

To find out more about 
World Horizons please 
go to 
www.worldhorizons.co.
uk 

 

(Continued from page 9) 

http://www.oxford.anglican.org/six
http://www.worldhorizons.co.uk
http://www.worldhorizons.co.uk
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A wedding during a pandemic with 
only 15 guests but still joyful and 
meaningful. Joe and Sian we wish 
you all the best for a long and 
happy life together. 

Brenda 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Welcome to Marcia  

I am pleased to be able to say that Marcia Wadham will be joining us in Thatcham on placement during her 
ordination training at Wycliffe Hall. This is not quite like being a curate, but she will be joining in with our 
services and activities including occasional leading 
and preaching. It is quite hard to know how best to 
introduce people in these socially distanced times 
when we are not allowed to mingle, so I asked 
Marcia to write something about herself … Do look 
out for her and say hello, and also include her in 
your prayers. 

Mark 

I live in Newbury 
with my husband 
James, and our cat 
Dusty. James and I 
and have 
worshipped at St 
Nicolas Newbury 
for the last six 
years, where I have 
been working as a 
Ministry 
Apprentice for the 
last 18 months, while exploring a call to 
ordained ministry. As part of that, among 
many other things, I led the St Nic’s 
Holiday Club for two summers. 

My training will involve being in college Mondays 
and Tuesdays, and working in the parish two 
weekdays as well as Sundays. The remaining two 
days are a day off and a study 
day. 

When I am not working or 
studying, I enjoy wandering 
around National Trust 
properties, reading, going to the 
theatre (although that is rather 
on hold at the moment), and I 
occasionally don my orange 
overalls to go marshalling at 
Castle Combe racetrack. 

I’m looking forward to serving 
and worshipping alongside you, 
and getting to know you as 
restrictions allow. 

Email me for the 
pattern 

julie@dunwell.org 

 


