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Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

In such words do I get my annual fix of rejoicing from the heart. The resurrection is real, and even though 
all may not yet be right with the world, things are back on track, and I am caught up in the history of hope 
and realise that even I am loved. 

I caught myself wondering, the other day, how I could bring a message of hope to a confused, exhausted 
and somewhat fearful world – and I was brought up short simply realising that I didn’t need to do it: the 
message is there already. The cross, which stands as the sign of Christ’s victory – the sign that “love wins” – 
was planted in a world of fear and confusion and abuse of power. The message is there, it is for me to 
point the way… 

But perhaps there is a little more to it this year. The hope we have in Christ is rooted deeper than the 
problems we face, that is true: the love stronger than death, the resurrection life beyond the physical 
world we know – these are true too. But for many of us, also, the challenges are bigger than any we 
remember facing before. We can read our history, and even note the testimonies of wartime (the 75th 
anniversaries we struggled to mark over the last twelve months) – we can know that the love of God in 
Christ Jesus has availed for others: but today we are being asked the personal question – “Mark, do you 
believe in your heart that God’s love avails for you?” 

And so that Easter acclamation reaches deeper and sounds richer this year. It isn’t about virus, lockdown, 
pandemic, vaccination, though these are woven into the fabric of life – these things which have seemed for 
so long to be the theme are not strong enough to hold centre stage in the story of my life. Real and 
present, though they are, the resurrection rises through them. And though we will not be gathered this 
year to acclaim Easter 
with a single voice, 
nonetheless the victory 
song rises still in our 
hearts: 

Alleluia,  
Christ is Risen! 

He is risen indeed. 
Alleluia! 

https://uploads.weconnect.com/8ad4caa10efe02cb752d2286631e9420220c0d2a/owu2s6kt6b6mf4j157ra232zmrl.jpg


Page 2 

Night Prayer:  
a reflection on silence  

This Lent we were encouraged to explore a different 
kind of Lent to what any of us have been used to, 
rather than giving up something we were encouraged 
to try something new and maybe notice the little 
things around us. The past few years I have given up 
things like coffee, meat and chocolate so how could I 
acknowledge Lent without giving anything up? 

I decided to discipline myself with nightly prayer. 

Night prayer (or compline) has always been somewhat 
of a pull to me, the quiet stillness with God, the 
peacefulness that embodies a room, the personal 
conversation that is between us and the Lord. It all 
seems rather wonderful! 

If you want to try Night Prayer then try shutting the 
door on the world, lighting a candle, sitting in silence 
and letting the atmosphere of the Holy Spirit soak into 
the body. Sometimes kneeling or laying on the floor can seem more intimate. Sit however you feel 
comfortable! At first it might feel strange and maybe a little silly, you might feel like you ’ve got nothing to 
say and that’s ok!  God knows the right time and exactly what you need.  

The first line of Night Prayer says ‘The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end’. To me, this 
feels like a parent tucking their little one into bed, it’s our bedtime story and our kiss on the forehead. 

After this the words take us into a quiet period of reflection, a chance to think about the day gone by. We 
say words of penitence and ask for forgiveness for any wrongs we may have done. Wiping the slate clean, 
the Lord listening to our worries, woes and our gratitude is actually quite soothing. This is our moment to 
really listen to anything God has to say to us, to feel his spirit and to reflect on what God has done for us 
during the day.  

Moving across the words of Compline, it takes us through a Psalm and a scripture reading. Beautiful verses 
that you may have never noticed before, the Psalm forming a safety net of comfort. Letting us know that 
we are chosen, we are loved, we are fearfully and wonderfully made. We are quite simply the apple of 
God’s eye. 

I can certainly say that I have slept better since starting night prayer, I feel more peaceful and more 
connected to God. I look forward to my quiet time with him, I can spend all day long thinking about it, 
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some days I’ve never tucked my daughter into bed so fast, just so I can spend more time with my Saviour. 
(Sorry kid!) 

There are lots of ways to explore prayer, whether that be morning prayer, evening prayer or night prayer. 

If you appreciate the pages of a book then The Church of England has Common Worship, from this book 
they base the app.  

The app is all set out for the reader, there’s no flipping of pages or trying to find the right place, it’s very 
easy and flows well. There is also the option of having the prayer read aloud. To find the app just look up 
Church of England in the app stores and it will give you a list of the 
various options they have. I use one simply titled ‘Time to pray’. 

You can also head over to the Church of England website where 
the prayers are all laid out. 

There’s also Celtic prayer which is a whole other article! 

However you choose to explore this wonderful end to the day, 
enjoy the peace, enjoy the quiet and enjoy getting to know Jesus. 

Leanne Fowler  

Sarah & Mike's February/March Update  

Dear friends 

As we enter springtime after a long winter, we have much to be thankful for. We have recently been able 
to make an offer on a house in Swansea and it's been accepted! The house is right in the middle of the 
community we wanted to live in. We already have many connections and friendships in this area and we're 
really excited to see what God does as we put down roots there. 

We're beginning to meet our international friends again face to face, in parks and gardens as the rules and 
weather allow. We're also continuing with everything we've been doing online - meeting individuals, 
running community groups and working alongside local churches. 

In February, Mike's first grandson was born! We thank God for the safe arrival of Isaac Owen 
Adams :) ...he's already a keen supporter of Welsh rugby! 

As Easter approaches, we also thank God for his sacrifice. We thank Him for being our rock in the ups and 
downs of life, and for His assurance of eternity with Him. 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the 
body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20)  

Sarah 

Prayer & Praise Points 

• Thank God for the provision to make an offer on a house in Swansea and for the process going well so 
far. 

• Praise God that one of our international friends recently got leave to remain in the UK after several 
years of waiting. 

• Please pray for our move – that everything goes through ok and for God’s continued provision. 

• Please continue to pray for breakthrough in an extremely difficult situation regarding a family in hiding. 
The case is now in the hands of the Home Office and we’re waiting to hear whether the family reunion 
applications have been successful. 

Artist: Gary Bunt (b.1957)  
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NEWS from PACT – 15th March 2021  

PACT calls for key workers to consider adoption  

Adoption charity Parents And Children Together (PACT) is appealing for 
people from key worker professions to consider adoption.  
The agency would really like to hear from key workers such as nurses, teachers, police officers, social 
workers, doctors, ambulance staff, childminders and those in the care sector, as given their professional 
experience and skills they typically make strong adopters, and they are particularly valued by local 
authorities looking to place a child.  
Rated outstanding by Ofsted and offering its families award-winning adoption support services for life, 
PACT has been building and strengthening families since 1911Last year it placed 89 children with 66 
families through its adoption services.  
Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, children have continued to come into care and the need for adoptive 
families is increasing.  
Over the last 21 months PACT’s enquiries team has spoken with many people considering adoption and 
heard how this year has given people the time to consider their route to completing their families. 
PACT is a warm, welcoming and professional agency open to a wide range of people including couples or 
single people, people from the Black and Minority Ethnic community and LGBT+, who can consider 
adopting children over four years old, sibling groups of two or more children, children with a black or 
minority ethnic background and children who may have physical or learning disabilities.  

Anne is a single adopter who brought her daughter Maya* home in May 2019. 
Anne works as a children’s nurse and has always wanted to be a mum, but never found the right person to 
settle down and start a family with. “Adoption seemed the obvious choice to find a way of fulfilling my 
dream.” 
She felt that giving a child who had already had a difficult start in life the chance to have a loving, stable 
home was the best thing she could do and Anne has reflected on adoption since Maya came home: 
“Seeing her joy at mastering new skills and exploring the world has been just amazing. Seeing her thrive 
and catch up, and being so settled and secure is more than I ever hoped to achieve in this first year. She 
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has also been completely loved, accepted and adored by my family and friends, which has just made me 
realise how my decision to adopt was completely the right thing to do. 
I never imagined I’d be a mum to the most gorgeous little girl; she has completely transformed my life. She 
has filled a gap that I didn’t know existed and she is such a blessing. I totally hit the jackpot and am so 
proud to call myself her mummy.  
At the time, the process feels like it’s going to be a long journey, but it really does fly by and once you have 
them at home, you totally forget and it feels like it just took a few months. 
I would advise talking to people who have adopted, keep reading lots of books and keep remembering that 
the process may feel tough at times, but it is totally worth it. You have the opportunity to transform the 
lives of any children you adopt, and to make your dreams come true at the same time.” 

Nicola* and her husband Mike* adopted Amelia*, who has cerebal palsy, when she was 18 months old 
through PACT.  
Nicola, who is a teacher, said she definitely felt that her professional experience had helped her become an 
adoptive parent. 
“Having worked with children for many years, from a variety of backgrounds, I had a good understanding 
of children’s needs and child development. I had also seen so many children change in such a positive way 
when they get the right teacher. I felt I could relate this to parenting. 
I had a good understanding of the need to have firm, fair boundaries for children and I understood children 
thrive with clear routine that is based on love and respect. Working in a school helped me develop the 
patience I needed to help our child through the tough times, and to understand all children can change for 
the better when they know you believe in them.” 
Nicola added that her understanding and awareness of the systems that surround children, especially 
children with additional needs, had also really helped when they needed to get support for Amelia.  

PACT Chief Executive Jan Fishwick said: “While there is no such thing as a typical adopter we know from 
our many years’ experience of matching children with permanent and loving families that people who 
work in a caring profession very often have the experience, skills and qualities to make excellent adopters. 
“Having said that we are always very happy to hear from anyone, whatever their profession, who can offer 

(Continued on page 8) 

Donate to  
St. Marys 
by Text 

Text SMTH44 
£5 to 70070 

Other amounts work as well: 
£1, £2, £3, £4, £5 or £10. 

All the money you donate goes 
to us, and your network 
provider won’t charge you for 
the Text you send to make the 
donation.  

The service is provided by 
JustTextGiving. If you have any 
questions about 
JustTextGiving, visit 
www.justtextgiving.co.uk 

http://www.justtextgiving.co.uk
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Who ’s Who in the 
Thatcham Team 
Ministry  

Team Rector 

Mark Bennet 867342 

Team Vicar - St. Barnabas 

Nicola Hulks 864916  

Associate Clergy: 

Marion Fontaine 861742 
Brenda Harland 865064 
Leonard Onugha  07415 042442  
Angela Brennan 07498 801479 

Parish Administrator 

Ann Watts 862277 

The Parish office is open Monday 
and Friday mornings, 9.30am to 
1.00pm, answer phone at other 
times. 

Email: admin.stmarysthatcham 
@ntlbusiness.com 

Churchwardens 

Paul Bullock 07867 361559 
Colin Waters 07484 774086 
Chris Watts 864567 

Services at  
St. Barnabas Church  
(meeting in Thatcham Park  School)  

 

Services at  
St. Mary’s Church 

Future copies 

Connect is published ten 
times a year and is available 

from St. Mary’s and St. 
Barnabas Churches, 

Thatcham, or by post from 
the Parish Office, tel. 

862277. 

Article Deadline 

Please give articles for the 
May edition to Steve Rice 

(860431) or any of the 
clergy or churchwardens or 
email julie@dunwell.org by 

15th April. 

10.00 am Sunday Service 

 Online by Zoom or Podcast unless otherwise notified 

  

(All other regular services on hold  
until further notice due to Covid 19 restrictions) 

6.30 pm Sunday Evening Services 

 1st Sunday Sung Evensong 

 2nd Sunday No service 

 3rd Sunday Healing Service 

Wednesdays 

 9.45 am Holy Communion 
 10.30 am ‘ABC’ (Adults, Babies, Children) 

Every Weekday 

 9.00 am Morning Prayer (In the chapel)  

10.00 am Sunday Service 

  

 

Online by Zoom or Podcast unless otherwise notified 

 

  

www.stbarnabasthatcham.weebly.com 

Serving to Build Community 

www.stmarysthatcham.org.uk 

Inspired by the love of Christ to build God’s kingdom 

St Mary’s is fitted with an Induction Loop. 
If you wear a hearing aid, switch to the ‘T’ position to benefit from the system 

http://www.stbarnabasthatcham.weebly.com
http://www.stmarysthatcham.org.uk
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For theRecord... 

Baptism 

28 Mar Lois Antonia Jane Fidler 

Weddings 

 None 

Funerals 

1 Mar Doreen Hart 90 

2 Mar Florence Rye 83 

3 Mar Valentine Stacey 94 

4 Mar Frederick Pocock 97 

11 Mar Peter Brann 88 

22 Mar Eleanor Flitter 91 

23 Mar Eileen Pocock  

23 Mar Christopher Williams 97 

Services at  
St Mary’s and St Barnabas 

Online by Zoom or Podcast unless otherwise 
notified 

Sundays at St Mary’s/St Barnabas 10:00am  

Easter Services 

 3 Apr 8:00pm Easter light 

 4 Apr 10:00am Easter Sunday 

Although lockdown is gradually easing, the rules for churches 
have not yet changed to make it safe for us to resume our 
services in person. We are still looking to Pentecost (May 23rd) as 
a possible date, and it is likely that we will meet outside before 
we start resuming services inside. In the meantime our Zoom 
services will continue. 

Further details from 
markbennet@btinternet.com 

nicola.hulks@hotmail.co.uk 

Amblecote Natural Therapy  

Orchard Life, Midgham & Total Health, Tilehurst 

Aromatherapy, Craniosacral Therapy 

& Remedial Massage 

For aches & pains, relaxation & stress. Gift Cards available 

Contactless Card or BACs payments taken. 

Contact Val Watts on 0118 941 1212 or 01635 770768 

Email: valerie.watts@btconnect.com 

https://uploads.weconnect.com/8ad4caa10efe02cb752d2286631e9420220c0d2a/owu2s6kt6b6mf4j157ra232zmrl.jpg
mailto:markbennet@btinternet.com
mailto:nicola.hulks@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:valerie.watts@btconnect.com
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Introducing Muddy Church  

One of the surprising outcomes from the events of the last year for many of us has been a 
renewed interest in, and time spent exploring, the natural world around us. Early on in the 

love, stability and security to a child who needs this – this is always what matters most.  
“At PACT we work with adopters who are single and married, people who have birth or step-children, or 
don’t have children, as well as those of different sexualities and religions.”  
PACT holds regular information events where anyone considering adoption can find out more about what’s 
involved in the adoption process and hear from an 
adopter about their own experiences. 
Currently these events are online and free to attend 
but please do book a place in advance by calling the 
friendly enquiries team on 0300 456 4800. 
You can also find out more about PACT and its 
adoption services at www.pactcharity.org  

*Names have been changed to protect identities.  

PACT – Sam Ward, Marketing Manager 

Registered Charity| 285214 

(Continued from page 5) 

https://www.alanahousebook.org/
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first lockdown I began to discover parts of the Dunstan Park estate that I didn’t know 
existed including the Plantation, or Piggy Wood, just a stones-throw from the Vicarage. This 
has now become a favourite place for Luke and I to head at the weekend and we’ve 
watched the seasons change there together with interest. 

Many of us also experienced outdoor worship for the first time in the churchyard of St Mary’s and found it 
a wonderful experience. As restrictions forced us to think more creatively we began to notice what we 
have, a beautiful churchyard and access to open spaces, and that we need not be restricted to the inside of 
buildings in our worship of God. Indeed that, as Angela put it at one of our outdoor services, we might 
rather get outside into ‘God’s Own Cathedral’. 

Of course, one of the other beautiful spaces we are blessed with in Thatcham is the Nature Discovery 
Centre. It was on a walk around the lakes one morning that my thoughts began to come together around a 
new idea for outdoor worship – Muddy Church. The lakes, to me, seemed like the perfect location to hold a 
monthly event for families, offering them time to connect with the outdoors and with God through nature. 
I approached the Centre, and after getting over their initial surprise, they were happy to meet with us and 
identified a beautiful space we could meet together. 

So what will Muddy Church be? It will be a monthly event held on a Sunday afternoon for families with 
children of all ages. Each month we’ll meet together for storytelling and activities bringing together themes 
from our faith and the changing seasons around us. Research has shown that the natural world is an 
important place where the spiritual lives of children are nurtured and developed. At Muddy Church we 
hope to make space for that, to take time to really see the world around us and to be deeply in this 
moment that God has given us. Ultimately, we hope that Muddy 
Church will be more than an event, we hope that it will be a 
community – a place where real relationships are built, with God and 
with each other. 

Of course, the changing guidance on COVID will determine our 
progress but we hope to begin Muddy Church this Summer. Do look 
out for further information or get in touch to register your interest in 
attending. 

Rev Nicola and the Muddy Church Team 

Urgently needed items:  
BAKING POWDER * 

SHAMPOO * SPICES: PAPRIKA, 
CUMIN AND TUMERIC * 
INSTANT MASH * BABY 

SHAMPOO * DRIED YEAST * 
DRIED HERBS: PARSLEY, 

CORIANDER, MINT AND BASIL 

Low on stock:  
RICE PUDDING * TINNED 
FRUIT * SMALL JARS OF 
COFFEE * CUP-A-SOUP * 
SMALL BAGS OF SUGAR * 

TOILET ROLL * MUGSHOTS 

We've got plenty of:  
PLEASE NO MORE PASTA 

We always welcome donations and 
promise to use them to provide help to 
people in crisis.  
Thank you 
www.westberks.foodbank.org.uk 

Bespoke Christening Wear 

Gowns, Rompers suits, shawls, bootees and bonnets for babies and 

young children. 

Commission also undertaken for any children’s special occasion wear 

| also make beautiful baby quilts and blankets and unique handbags. 

Please visit my website for more details: 

www.sewtaylored.co.uk 

Or contact me: Tracey Taylor on Tel: 01635 826848/07767 838323 

E-mail: sewtaylored4@gmail.com 

http://www.westberks.foodbank.org.uk
http://www.sewtaylored.co.uk
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https://www.etsy.com/listing/665796487/black-madonna-prayer-
painting-paper 

This months prayer 

Almighty God and Loving Heavenly Father, 
Hear our Prayer. 

O Lord all of all creation who formed the earth from 
nothing and created mankind to look after it, we 
pray for our planet. For those places that have 
yielded to war, civil commotion and continue to 
suffer because of on-going conflict, we lift up to you 
and pray for peace and an end to all hostilities. We 
pray for all who have had to flee from their 
homelands and cannot return. For all living in 
refugee camps, all who have left their families 
behind with little chance of ever seeing their loved 
ones again. 

We lift up to you the leaders of all nations, that 
infused with your Spirit, they might work towards 
peace and reconciliation thus making the world a 
better and safer place to live. 

We uphold the work of the church, bless its’ 
endeavours to make itself more accessible, more 
meaningful and more relevant. Give wisdom and 
insight to all leaders, teachers and preachers of your 
Word. As lockdown restrictions ease, we pray for 
opportunities for all churches to seek out and 
identify where they are most needed. 

We pray for all in this Parish and for the clergy that 
make up the Thatcham Team Ministry; help them to 
be imaginative, innovative and resourceful.  

As we celebrate this Easter, let us ponder anew the 
sacrifice that Jesus made for each 
one of us, giving new life and new 
hope through His atoning once-
for-all, never-to-be-repeated act 
of selfless love at Calvary. Mould 
us into the people, the church, 
you intended us to be. 

Help us to seek your face, 
especially when times get tough 
and we think like giving up. 

We pray for all who feel that way 
now; for all who are despondent, 
lonely, worried about health or 
finance or loved ones, for all who 
have lost their jobs due to Covid-

https://www.etsy.com/listing/665796487/black-madonna-prayer-painting-paper
https://www.etsy.com/listing/665796487/black-madonna-prayer-painting-paper
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19. For so many who cannot see their families, for 
so many who are mourning. We give thanks that 
the roll-out of the vaccine is steaming ahead, 
thereby reducing daily deaths and hospital 
admissions. We thank you for the relief and hope 
this brings. 

We pray for all our NHS and front-line staff, all 
teachers, drivers, shop workers and Post Office 
staff, giving thanks for their service and dedication 
in all situations and circumstances.  

Lord, although you told us not to worry, sometimes 
it’s hard not to. Help us to remember that nothing 
happens without you knowing about it first. Help us 
to trust you at all times and on all occasions. 
Forgive us our doubts and instead replace them 
with true faith and belief in a God who has it all in 
hand and knows exactly what’s around the corner. 
Remove our fears, increase our faith and give each 
of us that peace which surpasses all human 
understanding.  

Finally, Heavenly Father, we give you thanks and 
praise for every blessing that You shower upon us, 
those we notice and those we don’t. 

Guard our hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of your Son and our Saviour Jesus. 

Help us to be still – and know that You are God. 

Amen. 

St. Mary's & St. Barnabas 
Holy Week trail 

Over Easter why not take a walk round St. Mary’s 
Church Yard and follow the trail of crosses... 

https://youtu.be/l_zyxOxGfjs
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https://youtu.be/FF7-uTVaiiM
https://youtu.be/UrnADeumI58
https://youtu.be/N20s6FHSKXQ

