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The Summer of Love?
I had to write something for Thatcham Connections recently – before Boris went on the Tele to tell us that
lockdown was ending, but we were all to behave as if it hadn’t. I was confused, even if you weren’t.
One of the things I most wanted to say to Thatcham is that we are open again – open for the things people
care about – weddings and baptisms and funerals and concerts and choirs and schools and dementia
groups and Brownies and community groups. One of the blogs I follow (Ian Paul blogging as Psephizo)
contained a comment about members of our churches not willing to invite friends to a service. My
comment was that people willingly invite their friends to weddings, baptisms and funerals – are these not
services? And the other community events? Of course they do. Part of our issue is that “service” so often
means “Sunday morning at 10:00am”. Except that last year it didn’t – we were 9.30am and 11.00am and
our outside services had neighbours and passing dog-walkers noticing what we were doing. And do you
know what? We didn’t have a single complaint!
In another discussion I was part of, I heard of a church member who, in a discussion about friendship, said
that their problem was that they had no friends. Perhaps friendship in the modern world is not quite so
common as we imagine it to be. Isn’t that tragic – and isn’t it so much part of our mission.
I suspect there are quite a lot of people reading this who will not know Leanne Fowler well – Leanne has
recently been accepted for training as a priest, and part of what she does really well is to make friends and
to make occasions for inviting her friends, and getting the hangers on to join in. Do you know who comes
to mind when I write that – none other than Marion Fontaine.
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Coming out of a not-quite-ended pandemic we have a chance to refresh and renew what we do – not that
it is at all new, Marion has been doing it for so many years we have forgotten where it began (need I
mention Jesus…?)
That friendship strand was one thing I noticed more acutely this year than in the past. But what struck me
most was how much of my language in the last 18 months has focussed on hope – and not just my
language – I may have used other words, but hope was my motivating factor. Writing for the world beyond
the Church, I realised for the first time that I needed to say more about love. Perhaps the Boris factor was
an influence – the idea that we will be subjected to the worst behaviour of the worst people as most of us
politely do our duty does not give me confidence.
No, our gentle care for each other goes by the name “agape” – the word that Jesus uses, and St Paul, for
the love which sets aside our own transient advantage and attends to the real and greater good of
someone other than ourselves. The classic text for this is the parable of the Good Samaritan, so graphically
illustrated in one of our stained-glass windows at St Mary’s. Think of wearing masks – a mask protects
other people from us more than it protects us from them. Will we wear masks a little more, and tolerate
that, for the sake of others in our community?
I desperately want to sing again – I’m prepared to sing in a mask if I have to, if that helps us to feel safe
together. Between masks and singing, I choose singing every time, and I’m no real singer. Moving from
hope to love in these times means real choices.
Friendship and love are a powerful combination. If we have even understood a little more of what they
might mean in our community we will have received a gift beyond measure. Will this be for us in Thatcham
a summer of friendship, or even a summer of love?
Mark

We very much hope that lots of people are already planning their routes for September
11th Ride + Stride 2021… churches are in great need of your fundraising support, this year
more than ever, so do
please ask all your friends
and family to sponsor you
generously.
The national Ride+Stride event
happens every year and this time
we want Berkshire to climb up
the league table of successful
fundraising counties. There is
also the Daphne Barnes-Phillips
challenge cup awarded to the
church raising most money! You
could walk, cycle, or ride and
guidelines, an updated list of
participating churches and some
suggestions for routes are on the
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BHCT, Berkshire Historic Churches Trust
Ride+Stride website: https://
ridestride.org/berkshire.
You can go by yourself or in a group, any
time between 10am and 6pm on
September 11th. Sign in at each church
you visit; have a look round and you may
also be offered refreshments, but this is
rather dependent on pandemic
restrictions being lifted. Do please take
photos of your expedition and send them
to me after the event, we will use the
best ones on the BHCT website.
Prue Matchwick
Email: office.stmarysthatcham@gmail.com

This month’s prayers
Loving Heavenly Father,
In your great mercy, hear our prayers for the
church and the world.
Almighty God, who knows all things, sees all things and is all
things; we lift to you the work and mission of the church.
Your church not made up of buildings as grand as some are,
but of people. People you have called to serve you and bring
the Kingdom of Heaven closer to Earth. We pray for all clergy;
preachers, teachers as they seek to share your message of
love and hope to those in their care. We pray for all
missionaries working in the remotest of places as they work
to overcome language barriers and long distances. Bless and
guide all with your Holy Spirit until that day when every knee
shall bow and every tongue
confess that Jesus in Lord.
We pray for the Thatcham Team
Ministry and gives thanks for our
newly-ordained member, Angela
Brennan. As we say farewell to
Leonard Onugha, we gives thanks
for his time with us in Thatcham.
We ask to direct his future as he
takes up his new post as rector in
Finchampstead.
o-O-o
We pray for the world and those
places in particular that cannot
remember what a day of peace

Bespoke Christening Wear
Gowns, Rompers suits, shawls, bootees and bonnets for babies
and young children.
Commission also undertaken for any children’s special occasion
wear | also make beautiful baby quilts and blankets and unique
handbags.
Please visit my website for more details:
www.sewtaylored.co.uk
Or contact me: Tracey Taylor on Tel: 01635 826848/07767 838323
E-mail: sewtaylored4@gmail.com
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Urgently needed items:
HEALTHY LUNCHBOX SNACKS * ADULT
TOOTHPASTE * FRUIT SQUASH * PASTA SAUCE *
DEODORANT - FEMALE AND MALE * TOILET ROLL
Low on stock:
SIZE 6 NAPPIES / PULL UPS * PACKET MIX - TUNA
BAKE, CHILLI, ETC. * READY MADE CUSTARD * RICE
PUDDING * 500GM SUGAR * KETCHUP * SPONGE
PUDDING (NON-FRIDGE) * DISPOSABLE RAZORS
We've got plenty of:
PASTA * TEA * BOXES OF CEREAL * PULSES KIDNEY BEANS, CHICKPEAS, ETC.
We always welcome donations and promise to use
them to provide help to people in crisis.
Thank you www.westberks.foodbank.org.uk

looks like. For all caught up in war and civil unrest because of where they live and have no say or influence
about what will happen next. We pray for all those who have had to leave their country and cannot return.
We give thanks for the compassion and hospitality shown by neighbouring countries as they make
provision for each new arrival.
We pray for those places that do not get enough rain, for all who have to spend up to 6 hours walking to
get drinking water, all whose crops have failed, whose livestock have died through drought; all who have
lost their livelihoods.
We pray for all who cannot remember the last decent meal they ate, all who will not eat today.
We give thanks for the myriad of charities and organisations working to provide relief and hope where all
seems lost. We pray and ask you to bless the work of Christian Aid as it seeks to make life. that bit more
bearable for countless numbers of people who really are rock-bottom.
Come Lord, with you justice, healing and peace.
o-O-o
For anyone we know who suffers in body, mind or spirit, we ask for healing. For all who are anxious, fretful
or depressed, all who live with pain on a daily basis, all who are confused, who doubt You or have lost their
faith, bring bout restoration, wholeness and peace.
We give thanks for all we know who have passed from death into glory. Grant us, with them, a share in
your heavenly banquet.
o-O-o
Lord, as the summer months come, help us to rest and recharge our batteries. To take stock of where we
are on our own faith journey. In the busyness of life, it’s perhaps easy to overlook our need to spend time
with you daily. May we make that time to
pray, be still and listen to your still small
voice of calm. And as we do, give us
wisdom and discernment as to how we
can more fully align our will with yours.
Give us opportunity to serve those around
us by what we say and do and let us do it
with humility and love.
Father, thank you for your Grace, Mercy
and Love and for every blessing we have
from you.
Amen

24hr Domestic Locksmith (no callout fee)
Carpentry PVC Windows Doors & Soffits
Painting and Decorating
Fencing Repair and Install
Flat Pack Assembly
Bathroom & Kitchen Installation
Mob: 07957 728128
Tel: 01488 608280
Email: lockintech@outlook.com

Tiling Gutter Clearing General DIY
Picture & Curtain Hanging Shelving
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Who’s Who in the
Thatcham Team
Ministry
Team Rector
Mark Bennet

867342

Team Vicar - St. Barnabas
Nicola Hulks
864916
Associate Clergy:
Marion Fontaine 861742
Brenda Harland
865064
Angela Brennan 07498 801479
Parish Administrator
Ann Watts
864567
The Parish office is open Monday
and Friday mornings, 9.30am to
1.00pm, answer phone at other
times.
Email:
office.stmarysthatcham@gmail.c
om
Churchwardens
Paul Bullock
07867 361559
Colin Waters
07484 774086
Chris Watts
864567

Future copies
Connect is published ten
times a year and is available
from St. Mary’s and St.
Barnabas Churches,
Thatcham, or by post from
the Parish Office, tel.
864567.
Article Deadline
Please give articles for the
September edition to Steve
Rice (860431) or any of the
clergy or churchwardens or
email julie@dunwell.org by
15th August.

Services at
St. Mary’s Church
8.00 am

Sunday Service

10.00 am

Sunday Service

9.45 am
1st Sunday 6.30 pm

Wednesdays
Sung Evensong

(All other regular services on hold
until further notice due to Covid 19 restrictions)
6.30 pm Sunday Evening Services
1st Sunday
Sung Evensong
2nd Sunday
No service
3rd Sunday
Healing Service
9.45 am
10.30 am

Wednesdays
Holy Communion
‘ABC’ (Adults, Babies, Children)

9.00 am

Every Weekday
Morning Prayer (In the chapel)

St Mary’s is fitted with an Induction Loop.
If you wear a hearing aid, switch to the ‘T’ position to benefit from the system

www.stmarysthatcham.org.uk
Inspired by the love of Christ to build God’s kingdom

Services at
St. Barnabas Church
(meeting in Thatcham Park School)

10.00 am Sunday Service

www.stbarnabasthatcham.weebly.com
Serving to Build Community
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For theRecord...
Baptism
13 June
Jacob Andrew Powell
27 June

Violet Sophia Mae Hodgson
Article taken from https://
newburysoupkitchen.org.uk/updatesand-latest-news/

Weddings
None

New catering van

Funerals

3 June

Brenda Foster

COVID 19 has given us no option but to change
and adapt the day to day running of Newbury
Soup Kitchen food provision sessions.

90

Early on it became apparent that we had to
rethink how we could and continue to provide
food to vulnerable people in our community. Now
June 2021 and the hope that
restrictions will slowly be lifting it
has left us still with the need to
keep safety and safeguarding for
all a priority.

Amblecote Natural Therapy
Orchard Life, Midgham & Total Health, Tilehurst

Aromatherapy, Craniosacral Therapy
& Remedial Massage
For aches & pains, relaxation & stress. Gift Cards
available
Contactless Card or BACs payments taken.
Contact Val Watts on 0118 941 1212 or 01635 770768
Email: valerie.watts@btconnect.com
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We have been feeding people
including rough sleepers and
people in food poverty on
different days of the week.
Thursdays (January 2017) are still
Take away from the doorway of
the Salvation Army Hall and
Saturdays (November 18) in The
Wharf from the back of our old
Transit van. This is not safe for
many reasons especially
volunteer safety and COVID.
Many of our clients are exempt,
do not socially distance and will
not have COVID Vaccines there
for it is a risk for all. Occasionally
we do have safeguarding issues
that may involve anti-social
behaviour so this can put the
volunteers and clients at risk. On
top of this not to mention
throughout the winter especially
the wind and rain, it can be
miserable standing out in the
cold for everyone.

With all this in mind it has been decided to buy and convert a van. This means we can be more flexible with
our food provision and
expand the number of
sessions per week. We are
intending to open on a
Wednesday from the Wharf
from August 2021. Funding
has come from three sources
Newbury Freemasons, MCKS
Foundation and Berkshire
Community Fund. This vehicle
will also enable us to use it for
fundraising events and
awareness. WE are excited
and looking forward to using
this wonderful vehicle ...it is
big though!!
Newbury Soup Kitchen
28 June 2021

(https://
newburysoupkitchen.org.uk/

A huge privilege
I was ordained priest at Reading Minster on the 26th June by Bishop Olivia, alongside six other female priests. 7 (and
there’s a holy number) women priests plus a woman bishop. For someone who can remember, all too vividly, looking out
the office window in Church House at the unfolding furore in Dean’s Yard after General Synod voted against consecrating
women as bishops in 2012 — the significance of the moment, not just for me, was profound.
If that wasn’t enough fun for one weekend, I took my first Mass in the churchyard at St Mary’s the next day. The weather

We’re the ‘last’
word
In shoe repairs at…

SHOE
CARE
of THATCHAM
Shoe and Bag Repairs
Engraving (trophies/pet tags etc.)
Key Cutting * Watch Straps
Batteries * Zippo Lighters * Leather
Goods
and accessories * Locks * Signs and lots
Unit 5, The Old Mews
32 High Street,
Thatcham, Berkshire

07796 148047
VISIT US FOR A TRADITIONAL SERVICE
Open 9.30 a.m. — 4.30 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
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wasn't very promising, the sky looked grim, and the forecast looked worse. There was a Mexican wave of opening brollies
as we began. The visiting preacher, Paul Cowan, turned to me as Mark made his opening announcements and whispered:
‘What's the contingency plan if it rains...?’
I whispered back: ’There isn’t one’.
Contingency plans have never really been my thing, so it was just as well that the rain held off, as it would not just have
been me that got wet! The rain even held off long enough for us to have cake and fizz in the churchyard after the service,
but sadly it was not so kind to Muddy Church in the afternoon!
I'm finding much of ministry is a huge privilege, but I felt the full whammy of it that day. It's a privilege to be here in such
a fab parish, and to be out in the cathedral of the great outdoors celebrating the God who cannot be exaggerated, well,
that exceeded all expectations. A wise priest of our mutual acquaintance (and one-time curate of Thatcham) said to me
when I was training: ‘You'll find that you never get over the privilege of being the one who gets to speak.’ I have found
her words ringing true many times in the last year, but never yet so loudly as they did that Sunday in the churchyard.

Donate to
St. Marys
by Text
Text SMTH44
£5 to 70070
Other amounts work as well:
£1, £2, £3, £4, £5 or £10.
All the money you donate
goes to us, and your network
provider won’t charge you for
the Text you send to make the
donation.
The service is provided by
JustTextGiving. If you have any
questions about
JustTextGiving, visit
www.justtextgiving.co.uk
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...A privilege indeed. One I
will try to do justice to so far
as I can.

...Bear with me, though ;-)

Rev Angela Brennan
Ps: Some of the photos are provided by Oxford
Diocese
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Parenting and the
Power of Cake!
If you’ve read Charlie Makesey’s book, The
boy, the mole, the fox and the horse’, you'll
be familiar with the little mole who’s answer
to any question about how to make the world
a better place revolves around the
consumption of cake.

Congratulations...
...to two couples in
St. Mary's congregation
celebrating
Gay & Tony Collie
10th July 1971, St Pater's Church, Bishop's Waltham

At St Barnabas church, we think the mole has
a point! We also noticed in lockdown how
hard it was for new parents, without all the
usual baby groups and opportunities get out
and meet people in the same boat — looking
after a new baby is hard enough, without a
pandemic to contend with. So now things are
opening up, we’ve started running a little cafe
specially for mums (and dads!) with their
babies. It's on Tuesday mornings in term
time, at the Bluecoat school (the yellow
chapel on the A4) from 10.30-12noon.
There’s no charge, and no need to book in —
just turn up, have a restorative piece of cake,
a cup of tea or coffee and meet some other
parents.
We’re opening up again on 14 September,
and we’re looking forward to meeting some
parents and their little bundles!
Rev Angela Brennan

Ann & Chris Watts
31st July 1971, St Luke's Church, Stanmore, Winchester
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