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Since we are still in the Easter season – Alleluia! Christ is Risen! – we are following the journey of 

the early church. In the Gospels we see the disciples starting to respond to this new experience and new 
reality, and in the Acts of the Apostles we see the Church moving out eventually into the wider world with 
a growing confidence. 

What we don’t see in the Bible so much is a church of established and settled local communities – no-one 
in the early church has centuries of Christian history to look back on, or local places of worship which have 
stood for centuries. It is not so easy to link our own situation with the circumstances of the earliest Church, 
though it is tempting to yearn for their energy and vigour and freshness. 

Nor do we see in the Bible a picture of Christian communities comfortably adapted to the surrounding 
culture – tensions are everywhere, as we see in the letters as well as in the stories. That tension with wider 
community  is perhaps a feature which is becoming more apparent at the moment – even the Newbury 
Weekly News had a letter hostile to Christianity in the run up to Easter. The fact that the writer thought 
that the Easter events were so incredible as to be ridiculous mirrors the first responses of the disciples to 
hearing that Jesus had been seen – and they eventually came to believe. Sometimes the very familiarity we 
have with those first accounts of the disciples leads us to forget how remarkable they are. And at the heart 
of them is the power of a love stronger than death. Power in any form can be threatening, and the power 
of love can, in fact, be terrifying: it is so counter-cultural, and so unexpected and can so much change the 
world that it often takes us well beyond our comfort zone. 

https://www.osvnews.com/2020/06/12/communion-under-one-kind/
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15-21 May 2022 Christian Aid Week  

Join us this Christian Aid Week, and help turn hunger into hope. Hope lives in you.  

In Zimbabwe, the climate crisis is causing aching hunger for families like Jessica’s. 

The combined effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, conflict, and drought have robbed her of the power to 
provide for her children. 

And 7,000 miles away, the war in Ukraine will drive up food prices in Zimbabwe, and around the globe. 

Without the fertiliser and food - like wheat and cooking oil - that Ukraine and Russia produce, vulnerable 

Jessica and her children. - Christian Aid / David Brazier 

And everything we do is infused with the possibility, with the power, of that love – even simply meeting on 
a Sunday morning to share bread and wine is an act of witness to that power in the midst of our 
community. In fact it is also a testimony to the cost with which true community is built, as we call to mind 
Christ’s body and blood – that community we call the Kingdom of God in which the power that binds all 
together is the power of God’s love. 

That power is clearly needed in a world in which war can come so suddenly to Ukraine – the power to 
resist evil is no trivial thing, and evil – or even simply less than good – is so often close to the surface in our 
world: so often the vulnerable are exploited and the weak ignored, even in our own community, where 
need for things like the Food Bank and mental health services has been growing rapidly, and the resources 
to meet that need have not been provided. God’s kingdom is inclusive, and if we are leaving people out, or 
leaving people behind, it is sadly not God’s kingdom we are serving. 

As we emerge from COVID times in this Easter season, we find ourselves rebuilding community – events 
are starting up again – live music, civic events, school events, social events, groups like CAMEO – the power 
of love we declare when we say “Alleluia! Christ is Risen!” should both motivate us to build and serve 
community, and also to challenge those who say we have already done enough: even if we say nothing, 
our actions speak for us, and we may find more resistance than we expect. 

And we begin by sharing our communion together in bread and wine, invoking the power of the Holy Spirit 
to accomplish what we cannot do alone and in our own strength, even working together. That simple act is 
more significant than we might first imagine. 

Mark 
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Volunteer drivers needed 

For C A M E O we volunteer 
drivers to transport the less 
mobile members of the group 
to and from the church. 

The meetings are on a Monday 
afternoons, between 2 and 
4pm. We need drivers to bring 
a few people in prior to start 
and deliver home afterwards 
and it wouldn't be necessary 
to stay all afternoon. If you can 
offer help or would like more 
information please contact 
Chris Druce, 
candvdruce@gmail.com. 

families will be pushed even deeper into hunger. 

But hope does not disappoint. Hope lives in you. 

With every gift, every action, every prayer, we celebrate and share hope with our sisters and brothers 
facing crisis around the world, from Ukraine to Zimbabwe. 

Jessica's story 

‘My children crave a decent meal, but I can’t provide... It pains me to send them to bed hungry.’ 

Jessica is hungry - for a good meal, to earn a decent living, to provide a more hopeful future for her family. 
But she's anything but helpless. Hope is in her eyes. 

Read her story, and learn how your gifts could help women like her provide food - and hope - for their 
families. 

Jessica Mwedzi smiles with love for her children as she stirs a single bowl of porridge for them... 

...But she knows they’re hungry for more. This one bowl of porridge is all she and her family can eat today: 
‘My children crave a decent meal, but I can’t provide. We often go to bed on an empty stomach. It pains 
me to send them to bed hungry.’ 

For Jessica, drought means every day is a struggle for survival. 

Like many women in rural Zimbabwe - 7 out of 10 rely on farming for income and food - she toils on her 
farm, but nothing can grow on her ashen, dry land. 

Drought starves. Intensified by the climate crisis, and the effects of war in Ukraine on global food 
production, it drives families into hunger. 

Jessica recalls that ‘One year, we had no rain. The scorching sun burnt my crops just as they were about to 
bloom. It was so painful and disheartening.’ 

You can help this loving mum turn hunger into hope 

It’s unjust that drought - exacerbated by the effects of conflict and the global pandemic - robs Jessica of 
the power to provide for her family. Her husband is unwell, so she's the only breadwinner. Her children 
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Shoe and Bag Repairs 
Engraving (trophies/pet tags etc.) 
Key Cutting * Watch Straps 
Batteries * Zippo Lighters * Leather 
Goods 
and accessories * Locks * Signs and lots 

We’re the ‘last’ 
word 
In shoe repairs at… 

SHOE 
CARE 

of THATCHAM 

Unit 5, The Old Mews 
32 High Street, 

Thatcham, Berkshire 

07796 148047 

VISIT US FOR A TRADITIONAL SERVICE 

Open 9.30 a.m. — 4.30 p.m. Mon.-Sat. 

 

look up to her, but she has nothing left to give. 

Once before, when things were desperate, Jessica asked her neighbours for food but she came home with 
nothing. 

Jessica is anything but helpless. In the face of drought, her love for her family gives her courage to stand 
strong - and we stand with Jessica. 

‘My children give me the power to go ahead… I pray they have a better future.’ 

A ray of hope... 

As the golden sun fades across the sky, 
Jessica watches her much-loved sons and 
daughters sing, dance and play outside. 
Can you imagine how it feels for her to 
know her children are hungry, but have 
nothing left to give? 

She finds a ray of hope that she will 
overcome this tough time - and be able to 
provide her children with good food, and a 
full life, free from hunger. 

Could you give today, and help this loving mum provide food and hope for her family? 

Your gift could help women like Jessica buy seeds and equipment to provide food - and hope - for their 
families. Hope does not disappoint. Hope lives in you. 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week 

Just a note to add from Sarah B…  

The Christian aid week campaign was planned before the war in Ukraine, which is going to have huge 

(Continued on page 7) 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
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Who ’s Who in the 
Thatcham Team 
Ministry  

Team Rector 

Mark Bennet 867342 

Team Vicar - St. Barnabas 

Nicola Hulks 864916  

Associate Clergy: 

Marion Fontaine 861742 
Brenda Harland 865064 
Angela Brennan 07498 801479 

Parish Administrator 

Ann Watts 864567 

The Parish office is open Monday 
and Friday mornings, 9.30am to 
1.00pm, answer phone at other 
times. 

Email: 
office.stmarysthatcham@gmail.co
m 

Churchwardens 

Paul Bullock 07867 361559 
Christine Rice 07767 397561 
Colin Waters 07484 774086 

Services at  
St. Barnabas Church  
(meeting in Thatcham Park  School)  

 

Services at  
St. Mary’s Church 

Future copies 

Connect is published ten 
times a year and is available 

from St. Mary’s and St. 
Barnabas Churches, 

Thatcham, or by post from 
the Parish Office, tel. 

864567. 

Article Deadline 

Please give articles for the 
June edition to Steve Rice 

(860431) or any of the 
clergy or churchwardens or 
email julie@dunwell.org by 

15th May. 

 Sundays 

 8.00 am Sunday Service 

 10.00 am Sunday Service 

 6.30 pm Sung Evensong  
  (1st Sundays only) 

  

Wednesdays 

 9.45 am Holy Communion 

 10.30 am ‘ABC’ (Adults, Babies, Children) 

Every Weekday 

 9.30 am Morning Prayer (In the chapel)  

10.00 am Sunday Service 

  

 

www.stbarnabasthatcham.weebly.com 

Serving to Build Community 

www.stmarysthatcham.org.uk 

Inspired by the love of Christ to build God’s kingdom 

St Mary’s is fitted with an Induction Loop. 
If you wear a hearing aid, switch to the ‘T’ position to benefit from the system 

http://www.stbarnabasthatcham.weebly.com
http://www.stmarysthatcham.org.uk
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For theRecord...  

Baptism 

10 April  Molly Alexandra Kinder 

30 April Parker Peter John Thornton-
 Dowling 

Weddings 

21 April Gheorghe Alin Bocanca  and 
 Tunde Nyilas  

 

Funerals 

5 April Caroline Broad 63 

11 April David Down 85 

29 April Sarah Edwards 61 

Amblecote Natural Therapy  

Orchard Life, Midgham & Total Health, Tilehurst 

Aromatherapy, Craniosacral Therapy 

& Remedial Massage 

For aches & pains, relaxation & stress. Gift Cards 

available 

Contactless Card or BACs payments taken. 

Contact Val Watts on 0118 941 1212 or 01635 770768 

Email: valerie.watts@btconnect.com 

Please keep your giving under 
review - contact Chris Watts for 
further information on 
Stewardship or to start or 
revise payment by Standing 
Order or Direct Debit 

...also CONTACTLESS CARD 
GIVING available now at St 
Mary’s  

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR 
CHURCH JOIN the 

STEWARDSHIP SCHEME  

Speak to Chris Watts (01635) 
864567 

Forthcoming  
Events 

 22 May Muddy Church - Thatcham  
  Nature Discover Centre, 2 - 3.30 pm 

  Come and Be - Beauty   
  from Ashes, 5pm 

  Service of healing - 6pm 

 29 May Annual Church Meetings - 3.30pm 

 5 June  Pentecost  

 12 June  Trinity 

 19 June  Muddy Church - Thatcham  
  Nature Discover Centre, 2 - 3.30 pm 

  Concert Watership    
  Cantabile  

 10 July  Cream Teas 

 17 July Muddy Church - Thatcham  
  Nature Discover Centre, 2 - 3.30 pm 

mailto:valerie.watts@btconnect.com
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knock on effects for African food supplies. 

Before the war, Ukraine supplied 18% of the world’s 
wheat, but their production is expected to go down 
at least 80% this year (farmers are not sowing wheat 
in the Donbas now, in the middle of a war zone).  
40% of Ukraine’s previous wheat exports went to 
Africa, so you can imagine what that will do to 
people on the edge of hunger there. The poor in 
Africa are now going to be at huge risk of starvation, 
with global increases of 42% in wheat prices, if they 
can even get it in the first place. 

We’re not doing a conventional House-
to-House collection this year, but will be 

looking for volunteers to post-out 
‘delivery only’ envelopes to their 
friends and neighbours during the 

week, for delivery to St Mary’s between 
10am-4pm on Saturday 21st May.   

Also for volunteers to be there on the 
day for an hour slot, to take in the 

envelopes and take collections. 

Please contact Sarah if you 
can help in any way. 

Sarah Bennet, 2 Rectory 
Gardens, Thatcham RG19 
3PR, 07854 469043, 
sarah.bennet2@btinternet.com 

(Continued from page 4) 

C A M E O  

CAMEO is returning from 25th 
April - CAMEO is for anyone, 

lonely, bereaved, lives on their 
own, or would like to chat... 

...every Monday 2pm to 4pm in  
St Mary’s Church 

Meeting Room for 
a chat over a cup 
of tea and cake. 

Theresa - 865067 
or Ann Dykes 

863199 

Bespoke Christening Wear 

Gowns, Rompers suits, shawls, bootees and bonnets for babies and 

young children. 

Commission also undertaken for any children’s special occasion wear 

| also make beautiful baby quilts and blankets and unique handbags. 

Please visit my website for more details: 

www.sewtaylored.co.uk 

Or contact me: Tracey Taylor on Tel: 01635 826848/07767 838323 

E-mail: sewtaylored4@gmail.com 

This month’s prayers 

Loving Heavenly Father, 

We ask you to hear the prayers of your faithful 
servants; may we trust in your answers that come 
from your intimate knowledge of us, your 
children. 

We praise you for our Risen Lord Jesus, for that 
once-for-all, never-to-be-repeated act of selfless 
love that took all of our guilt and shame and 
nailed them to a cross, turning that instrument of 
torture and death into a symbol of new hope and 
new life. 

Yes Lord, we praise you indeed, our dear Lord and 
Father who sacrificed his only son for the sake of 
humanity. Who paid a debt he didn't owe to 
satisfy a debt we couldn't pay. And why? all 
because You loved us Lord before time began. 
That's the only explanation that fits. Thank you. 

As we bid farewell to Easter for another year, and 
travel towards His Ascension, may we ponder 
anew the wonderful blessings that this has 
brought us; the Joy, the Peace, the Hope. 

Lord, so much to give you thanks for. 

o-O-o 

We pray for your church as it continues working 
to share your message of love and hope to all who 
would listen. Some will be more receptive than 
others, some will argue or reject it out of hand. 
We pray that your Holy Spirit would speak into 

http://www.sewtaylored.co.uk
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their lives, soften their hearts so that no one misses 
out or is denied salvation. 

Lord, we know that the devil is constantly at work 
trying to thwart your plans. As your workers and 
ambassadors, give us strength to overcome all that 
the adversary throws at us. Help us to be resilient 
and faithful as we work to serve you as we are able. 
It may not be everyone's cup of tea to evangelise 
but it is within everyone's gift to pray because you 
commanded us to in all situations. And more than 
that, you even promised to give us the words or 
groans by the power and presence of your Holy 
Spirit, who resides in each of us. Please, give us the 
boldness to act so that we might never disappoint 
you. 

o-O-o 

We lift up to you the conflicts and tragedies 
happening throughout the world. Lord, it's difficult 
to know how the Russian invasion of Ukraine will 
pan out, when it will end, how much more suffering 
will be had on both sides. We pray to you, the God 
of the impossible, to impart your wisdom in all 
negotiations that would lead to a withdrawing of 
forces and ultimately, peace. We do give thanks 
that organisation like Christian Aid are on the 
ground working to provide much needed relief in 
this desperate situation. 

O-O-o 

We pray for all who suffer in any way. There's a fair 
chance that anyone reading this will know someone 
who is unwell or lonely or struggling financially or in 

a bad relationship or has become downhearted. 
Lord, you know the needs of every single person. 
We ask that you meet them at their point of need, 
Come, with your healing touch, fill them with your 
presence and make them whole. 

We give thanks for those who have died, all who 
have made an impact in our lives. Grant us, with 
them, a share at your heavenly feast when our time 
is up and we see you face to face in glory. 

o-O-o 

As always, we finish by acknowledging the many 
blessings you have poured upon us. All those things 
that remind us we serve a loving and 
compassionate God. Keep us true to the faith you 
have given us now and always.  

Amen 

Urgently needed items:  
BAKED BEANS/TINNED SPAGHETTI | TINNED SOUP | PASTA 

SAUCE | TINNED MEAT/MEAT MEALS | SPONGE PUDDINGS (NOT 
CHILLED) | TINNED CUSTARD OR RICE PUDDING | TINNED FISH 

Low on stock:  
INSTANT MASH | DISPOSABLE RAZORS - MENS | TINNED TOMATOES | LONG LIFE JUICE | 

DRIED MILK | BABY FOOD JARS/FORMULA | RICE (500G/1KG) | INSTANT NOODLES | TINNED 
FRUIT | SHOWER GEL | UHT LONG LIFE MILK | DEODORANT - WOMENS 

We've got plenty of:  
PASTA - ALL TYPES | TOOTHPASTE | BREAKFAST CEREAL 

We always welcome donations and promise to use them to provide help to people in crisis.  
Thank you www.westberks.foodbank.org.uk 

http://www.westberks.foodbank.org.uk
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SAVE THE DATE - Saturday September 10th. 

WHY?   It’s the annual Ride & Stride event! 

This national event happens every year in every county.  In 
2021 Berkshire raised nearly £25,000 which was terrific and 
this year we want to do even better.  Any mode of 
transport is fine – you could walk, cycle, ride  - simply 
choose a route and find lots of sponsorship from all your 
friends and family.   

You can go by yourself or in a group, any time between 
10am and 6pm and many people make a day of it.  There 
are so many wonderful and interesting churches to visit, 
many will be open and offering refreshments too. 

There is also the Daphne Barnes-Phillips trophy which is 
awarded to the most successful church each year – this is a 
splendid silver cup and currently resting with St Peter’s 
Woolhampton as they raised the most sponsorship in 2021.    

Your nominated church will benefit hugely as they will 
receive half of your sponsorship.  The remaining 50% goes 
to Berkshire Historic Churches Trust which in turn makes 
generous grants to churches in need. 

More details will be provided closer to the event from your 
local co-ordinator or from the BHCT Ride & Stride website 
http://www.berkschurchestrust.org.uk/ride-and-stride 

Prue Matchwick 

Berkshire Ride & Stride Co-ordinator 

24hr Domestic Locksmith (no callout fee) 

Carpentry PVC Windows Doors & Soffits  

Painting and Decorating  

Fencing Repair and Install 

Flat Pack Assembly 

Bathroom & Kitchen Installation 

Tiling Gutter Clearing General DIY 

Picture & Curtain Hanging Shelving 

Mob: 07957 728128 
Tel: 01488 608280 
Email: lockintech@outlook.com 

 

I stopped off in the chapel recently, for a quiet reflection on 
the Ukraine situation, and became aware of this "Ukraine 

Angel", there with me. - Chris D 

A Prayer for Ukraine  

God of peace and justice, 

we pray for the people of Ukraine today. 

We pray for peace and the laying down of 
weapons. 

We pray for all those who fear for 
tomorrow, 

that your Spirit of comfort would draw near 
to them. 

We pray for those with power over war or 
peace, 

for wisdom, discernment and compassion 
to guide their decisions. 

Above all, we pray for all your precious 
children, at risk and in fear, 

that you would hold and protect them. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of 
Peace. 

Amen 

Archbishop Justin Welby 
Archbishop Stephen Cottrell 

http://www.berkschurchestrust.org.uk/ride-and-stride
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Come and Be  

An informal, reflective service – followed by 
service of healing 

Sunday  
22nd May 

Beauty 
from 
Ashes 

Based on 
Isaiah 61, we 
reflect on the 
ways we can 
find the 
resurrection 
hope of 
Easter when 
God seems 
far away. 

 

5pm at St Mary’s Church Thatcham 

Service of healing starts at 6pm 

A B C  
(Adults, Babies, Carers)  

Every Wednesday  
at St, Mary's Church 

10.30 - 11.45 

...for babies, pre-schoolers and their carers with 
time for play and to chat together followed by a 
short child friendly service with singing and 
storytelling.  

Come along and have a cuppa - Drinks and 
biscuits for the children too.  
For more details please contact one of our 
clergy. 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/yikA7kBMT.htm

