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Faith, Hope, and Love - https://stainedglassinc.com/qglass/mid/12450.jpg

When | visit my mother these days, she often comments that she doesn’t want to engage with the
news because it is all so bad. And when | think about it, | remember that my parents grew up in
wartime London and knew hardships that have never been part of my life — rationing and air raids and
the like. Sweets were a treat and water was carefully conserved. My parents never took anything for
granted and fought very hard to give me and my brothers things that they never had. The challenges of
my own youth included a world of strikes, power cuts and the three-day week. My father had some
hard periods of unemployment. The world was not always easy.

It is in the face of challenges like these that faith has faced its sternest test in the past, and many found
that their faith passed that test and provided an anchor point in times of uncertainty and instability.

The challenges of the present seem different and challenge faith in new ways — but for me, my
Christian faith still acts as an anchor in these uncertain times. There are apparently capricious wars —
Ukraine and Iran — which uncover how interdependent we have all become. Both have pushed up the
prices of food and fuel across the world, even though most of the world’s people have no immediate
stake in these conflicts. The higher prices reflect lower supplies, and this all has a massive impact on
the world’s poorest people. We face challenges in our cost of living, but most of us still have enough.
For some the situation is very different.

But the news has also been full recently of the challenges Al seems to be making both in jobs for young
people, and in promoting addictive behaviours amongst the young (and also amongst older users) —
social media combined with Al has become more toxic than Al on its own. The world seems to be
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changing faster than ever and secure reference points are hard to find, especially for younger people.
For those who were growing up during COVID there seem to be particular challenges — childhood
experiences and development which were changed, or which went missing. Wartime London did not
take social interaction away from the children, indeed it made that collective solidarity more
important. All this contributes to the mental health challenges we now face in our society.

Our Christian faith still offers what it always has — the sure and certain hope (to quote the funeral
service) of resurrection to eternal life. For those of us whose faith was forged in the challenges of our
youth, we can nurture that faith in ourselves, and perhaps remind others of its value. The themes of
the anchor (will your anchor hold?) found in the classic hymn, and in a famous passage in Hebrews 6.

The anchor and the rock are strong faith images for many of us, but | wonder how we might express
them in a way that makes sense to the next generation — can we find ways of speaking of faith that are
compelling in the face of modern challenges? If | had an easy answer to that question, | would, of

course, give it.

Psalm 95 perhaps gives an indication that in the face of hardship and challenge, rejoicing, thanksgiving,
joy and celebration are more significant than we might first think. They nurture our own faith, but also
may embody hope rather than just talking about it. Praise does not deny the challenge, but rises to
meet it —and that may be more precious than we imagine.

Mark

In relation to Hebrew 6 | have no space to do justice
to the mysterious Melchizedek, except to say that
he represents a deeper and older strand of
connection to God than Abraham, rooted, it seems
in creation itself. In the context of Hebrews he
represents the absolute security of the anchor.

Hebrews 6

The Certainty of God’s Promise

13When God made a promise to Abraham, because
he had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore
by himself, ¥ saying, ‘1 will surely bless you and
multiply you.” *¥ And thus Abraham,! having
patiently endured, obtained the promise. ¥ Human
beings, of course, swear by someone greater than
themselves, and an oath given as confirmation puts
an end to all dispute. 7 In the same way, when God
desired to show even more clearly to the heirs of
the promise the unchangeable character of his
purpose, he guaranteed it by an oath, 8so that
through two unchangeable things, in which it is
impossible that God would prove false, we who
have taken refuge might be strongly encouraged to
seize the hope set before us. ¥ We have this hope, a
sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that
enters the inner shrine behind the curtain, 22 where
Jesus, a forerunner on our behalf, has entered,

Will your anchor hold in the storms of life,
when the clouds unfold their wings of strife?
When the strong tides lift, and the cables
strain,

will your anchor drift, or firm remain?

Refrain:

We have an anchor that keeps the soul
steadfast and sure while the billows roll;
fastened to the Rock which cannot move,
grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love.

It is safely moored; 'twill the storm withstand,
for 'tis well-secured by the Saviour's hand.
Though the tempest rage and the wild winds
blow,

not an angry wave shall our boat o'erflow.
[Refrain]

When our eyes behold through the gathering
night

the city of gold, our harbour bright,

we shall anchor fast by the heavenly shore,
with the storms all past forevermore.
[Refrain]

Priscilla J. Owens (1882)




having become a high priest for ever according to the order of Melchizedek.

Psalm 95

A Call to Worship and Obedience

10 come, let us sing to the Lord;

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
3For the Lord is a great God,

and a great King above all gods.
4In his hand are the depths of the earth;

the heights of the mountains are his also.
>The sea is his, for he made it,

and the dry land, which his hands have formed.

60 come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
7For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.

Prayers

Lord of Hosts,
We bring to you our prayers for the church, the world and ourselves.

As we ponder the mystery of the Trinity, we offer up our prayers to the Heavenly Father, said through
His Redeemer Son, with the power of the Holy Spirit living in our souls.

We pray for the church, in its manifold expressions asking that each outreach, each meeting, each

conversation would be directed to the right person at just the right time in just the right place and that
their heart and mind would be receptive to the message that each servant shares.

It's clear that this formula works as we praise and acknowledge that almost one third of the world's
population now identify as Christian. We pray it would continue.

Oh, how we look forward to that day when at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow and every
tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord, to the glory of the Father.

This may or may not happen in any of our Earthly life-times, we just don't know because Your Word
says that You are outside of time and space and so only you know when that will be.

Help us though to be prepared for every eventuality. We continue to pray for the work of your church
here in Thatcham as it works through the conduit of Churches Together in Thatcham (CTiT). Help us to
increase our awareness, visibility and ministry through our website and YouTube and our physical
presences in services taken at schools and the West Berkshire Community Hospital (WBCH)

We lift up those places in the world — and there are many — that need healing, help, peace and hope

We pray that the world's leaders and decision makers would pause and take a moment so that the
fighting and killing would cease and dialogue, common-sense and respect would replace bombs and
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Who’s Who in the
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Thatcham Team Cy Services at

Ministry St. Mary’s Church

Team Rector

Mark Bennet 867342 Sundays

Team Vicar - St. Barnabas 8.00 am Sunday Service

Vacant 10.00 am Sunday Service

Associate Clergy: 6.30 pm Sung Evensong

Brenda Harland 865064 (1st Sundays only)

Angela Brennan 07498801479 y y
Wednesdays

Parish Administrator
Vacant

Parish Office
Email:
office.stmarysthatcham@gmail.com

Churchwardens
Mike Watson 07766531038
Colin Waters 07985430769

Future copies

Connect is published
throughout the year and is
available from St. Mary’s and
St. Barnabas Churches,
Thatcham, or by post from the
Parish Office, tel. 864567.

Article Deadline

Please give articles for the
next August/September
edition to Steve Rice (860431)
or any of the clergy or
churchwardens or email
julie@dunwell.org

9.45am Holy Communion
10.30 am
Every Weekday

‘ABC’ Adults, Babies, Children

9.30 am Morning Prayer
(In the chapel)

A St Mary’s is fitted with an Induction Loop.
9 If you wear a hearing aid, switch to the ‘T" position to benefit from the
system

www.stmarysthatcham.org.uk *EI 40!
Inspired by the love of Christ to build God’s kingdom E.I
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Yiyod St. Barnabas Church

(Meeting in Thatcham Park School)
10.00 am Sunday Service

www.stbarnabasthatcham.weebly.com

Serving to Build Community




For the Record...

Dates for your diary

February and March 2026 8 Jun
Baptism 9Jun
26 April Thea Putman
Weddings 10 Jun
None

18 Jun
Funerals
28 May Nora Black (75) 26 Jun

West Berkshire Food Bank
Shopping list

Urgently needed items
Anti bac spray

Deodorant

Cereal bars

Cuppa soup

Pasta Sauce

Rice pudding/custard
Squash

Tinned meat

Long life Juice

CAMEO - 2 pm (every Monday)

Baby Café - 10.30-12.00pm, Old
Bluecoat School (every Tuesday, term
time only)

ABC-10.30-11.45 am (every
Wednesday)

Vintage Adventure - 2.30-4.00pm,
Thatcham Methodist Church

Churchyard working party—2 to 4
pm

ceeceae

Y

O) Trussell

Tinned carrots/peas/sweetcorn

Washing up liquid

Cereal

Non-Bio Washing Powder

Sun cream
Shaving foam
Tinned Fruit

Tinned tomatoes




Continued from page 3

bullets. We pray for the victims of war; all who happen to live in the wrong postcode. We lift up to you
all the charities, agencies and Non-governmental Organisations (NGOs) working at the coalface to bring
help, hope and healing to millions across our tiny planet. We specifically ask for your blessing on the
work of Christian giving thanks for the monies raised during Christian Aid week which will go towards
supporting women in Kenya so they can grow food and earn enough to care for their children.

We pray for all who suffer in body, mind or spirit. All laid low and who fear for the future; whether

that be worrying about their health, or that of a loved one, All petrified at the next bill coming through
the letter box and how they are going to pay it, those who are so depressed they cannot see anyway
through the mess they're in,. For all who are addicted to drink or drugs or resort to criminal behaviour
to get them through the day.

Lord, you know the plight of everyone, every sinew, nerve and bone, every thought and action. Indeed,
all that makes us tick. We come to you with all those on our hearts today.

As ever, we are grateful for each blessing we have; our families, friends, freedom, finances and faith.

Amen

St Mary’s & St Barnabas — Creation Care

Dear all

| would like to share some information with
you under the general heading of ‘Creation
Care’ and maybe encourage you to join us in
some new ventures ahead.

In October last year | attended a Creation
Care event held by the Diocese where we
heard about various environmental projects
being run in parish churches across the
Diocese. These projects gave an opportunity
to engage with the local community,
welcoming people into our churches in a
friendly way.

One of the main topic discussions was about a
scheme called Eco Church. This is a nationally
recognised programme, run by A Rocha UK.
They provide a framework for churches to
demonstrate sustainable practices in five keys
area of church life:

e  Worship and teaching: integrating
environmental themes into services
and education.

¢ Buildings and energy management:
implementing energy efficient y
practises and eco-friendly ;
maintenance.
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e Land and nature management: fostering biodiversity through wildlife habitats, gardens, and
sustainable landscaping.

e Community and global engagement: participating in environmental outreach, local and global
initiatives.

o Lifestyle: encouraging sustainable living habits among congregation members.

Eco Church award recognition of a churches’ commitment to caring for God’s creation with three
levels: Bronze, Silver and Gold.

There is a wealth of resources from the Diocese and elsewhere to assist with all the above, including
local churches. To this end, both St Mary’s and St Barnabas Churches are registered as Eco Churches,
and we can now commence working towards our Bronze awards.

We already have interest from Thatcham Park School, Thatcham Town Council and Berks, Bucks, Oxen
Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) at the Nature Discovery Centre in Thatcham who are all keen to work with us
on environmental matters.

The Church Building & Grounds Committee have been discussing churchyard maintenance and liaising
with Thatcham Town Council and have come up with the idea of a regular monthly churchyard
‘Working Party’. We will be holding our first session on Friday 26 June between 2pm & 4pm and then
on every 3rd Friday each month thereafter until October.

Please contact myself by email if you would like to be involved or can help in any way (cups of tea etc)
or would like further information. Additionally, If you have friends or know anyone who would enjoy
and benefit from some company, being outside they would be more than welcome.

Colin Waters

A New Banner for St Barnabas

We were very excited on Pentecost Sunday to receive our new banner for St Barnabas, designed and
produced by Dave a member of our worship team. Thank you so much Dave! The photo shows Dave,




Will and Lucas proudly holding our
banner. Lucas will shortly be
appearing in Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang at the Watermill Theatre
playing one of the main child gc
characters. We are thrilled for him. Nea/ M

The banner is now in its
permanent position outside the

school gates as you can see from Viniage Adventure
the other photo.

We invite you to join us at

A time of fun, making friends, singing, informal Christian
We are pleased to have the banner worship, activities, drinks and homemade cakes

in place ready for St Barnabas Day. For the young at heart in our community

In fact, it is 20 years on 11th June
(St Barnabas Day) since our church
started worshipping in Thatcham
Park School.

Inclusive and dementia friendly
Led by the Churches in Thatcham

We have had many adventures on
the way and hope we live up to
our strap line of ‘serving to build
community’ as well as being like
our namesake Barnabas the
encourager.

On Sunday 7th June we’ll be -
celebrating St Barnabas Day with a Thursday, 18 June 2026

Café Worship Service — of course
’ 2.30pm - 4.00pm
food is one of the things we do =g 00p
best! Thatcham Methodist Church (rcis 4aL)
Brenda Come along or contact Karen on 07444 851606 or email

karen.f@bhbcircuit.org.uk




